
Boris Johnson elected Mayor of London

Credit Crunch

Beijing Olympics

Election riots, Kenya

Barack Obama elected President USA

First bionic eye implant operation

Gordon Brown, PM (Labour)

Smoking ban in England and Wales

Northern Rock near-collapse

Nicolas Sarkozy, President of France

Stern Report on the Economics of
Climate Change

Israeli offensive in Lebanon

BAE Systems enquiry suspended

Nobel Peace Prize: Mohammed Yunus
and Grameen Bank

7 July London bomb attacks

Freedom of Information and Civil
Partnership Acts comes into force

11th Conference on Climate Change,
Montreal

Hurricane Katrina

Strategic Rail Authority abolished

Indonesian Tsunami

10 new EU member states

Beslan School massacre, Chechnya

Playstation Portable released

Anti-war protests

Iraq War

Death of Dr. David Kelly

Top-up fees for Higher Eductation proposed

iTunes Music Store

Toyota Prius Hybrid Car

Johannesburg World Summit

Potters Bar derailment

Last Concorde flight

Euro coins and notes in use in 12 countries

Braille glove invented

Mayday Anticapitalist protests in Lodnon

Devolved government restored in N. Ireland

Enron bankruptcy

World Trade Centre destroyed

Ken Livingstone elected Mayor of London

World Bank and IMF waive debts of 22
impoverished nations

Apple iPod announced

First GM crop trials

Minimum wage introduced

Welsh Assembly and Scottish Parliament
inaugurated

Balkan conflic ts

Student loans and tuition fees introduced

Good Friday Agreement, N. Ireland

Countryside March

Jonathan Ive: the iMac

Tony Blair, PM (Labour)

Convention on Climate Change, Kyoto

Dolly the Sheep

BSE scare

Dunblane massacre

Centennial Olympics, Atlanta

Baring’s Bank collapse

Opening of Hindu temple in Neasden

Hottest summer in UK since 1959

Riots in Tahiti after French nuc lear test

Dayton Peace agreement for Bosnia

Daily Telegraph launched online

National Lottery launched

Nelson Mandela elected President of
South Africa

Civil War in Rwanda

Playstation released

Community Care Act

Deregulation of Sunday trading

European Community Single Market

War in former Yugoslavian states

Church of England Synod votes for
ordination of women

George Bush announces phasing out
of CFCs by 1995

Rio Conference on Environment
and Development

Bill Clinton elected President of USA

Gulf War

Disintegration of Yugoslavia

Repeal of Apartheid legislation
in South Africa

John Major, PM (Conservative)

Poll Tax riots

Collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe

Tianenmen Square massacre

Tim Berners-Lee proposes the Internet

Margaret Thatcher Bruges Speech

First Jain temple in Britain

‘Clause 28’ (rescinded 1999)

George Bush elected President USA

2008
Richard Rogers: Heathrow Terminal 5

Aravind Adiga: The White Tiger
(Man Booker)

Tilda Swinton launches film festival in
Nairn, Scotland

2007
Antony Gormley: Event Horizon,
Hayward Gallery

Mark Wallinger wins Turner Prize

David Chipperfield: Museum of Modern
Literature, Marbach am Neckar, Germany

Norman Foster: Wembley Stadium

Anne Enright: The Gathering
(Man Booker)

Paul Thomas Anderson: There Will Be Blood

Ethan and Joel Coen: No Country for Old Men

John Tavener: Beautiful Names

2006
Fielden Clegg Bradley:
Accordia Housing, Cambridge

Richard Rogers: Welsh Assembly

Kiran Desai: The Inheritance of Loss
(Man Booker)

Larry Charles: Borat

Stephen Frears: The Queen

Alfonso Cuarón: Children of Men

2005
De La Warr pavillion reopened

Bennetts Assoc iates: Jubilee Library,
Brighton

O’Donnell + Tuomey: Lewis Glucksman
Gallery, Cork

John Banville: The Sea (Man Booker)

Ang Lee: Brokeback Mountain

Fernando Meirelles:
The Constant Gardener

Take That reunited

The Beethoven Experience, Radio 3

Dr Who first Christmas spec ial

2004
Anish Kapoor: Cloud Gate, Chicago

Zaha Hadid: BMW, Leipzig

Enric Miralles: Scottish Parliament

Alan Hollinghurst: The Line of Beauty
(Man Booker)

Paul Haggis: Crash

Michael Moore: Fahrenheit 9/11

Thomas Adès: The Tempest (opera)

Final episode of Friends

2003
D. B. C. Pierre: Vernon God Little
(Man Booker)

Wolfgang Becker: Good Bye, Lenin!

Sofia Coppola: Lost in Translation

Peter Jackson: Lord of the Rings

Beyoncé with Jay-Z: Crazy in Love

2002
Anish Kapoor: Marsyas
(Tate Modern Turbine Hall)

Edward Cullinan: Downland Gridshell,
Chichester

Bill Dunster: BedZED, Wallington, Surrey

Seamus Heaney: Beowulf (translation)

Yann Martel: Life of Pi (Man Booker)

Roman Polanski: The Pianist

Pink: Don’t Let Me Get Me

2001
Nicholas Grimshaw: Eden Project, Cornwall

Wilkinson Eyre: Millennium Bridge,
Newcastle-Gateshead

Peter Carey: The True History of the
Kelly Gang (Man Booker)

J. K. Rowling: Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Richard Eyre: Iris

Jean-Pierre Jennet: Amélie

Hayao Miyazake: Spirited Away

Alic ia Keys: ’Allin

2000
Lucian Freud: Queen Elizabeth II

Caruso St John: New Art Gallery, Walsall

Herzog and De Meuron: Tate Modern

Norman Foster: Great Court, British Museum

Richard Rogers: Millennium Dome

Margaret Atwood: The Blind Assassin
(Man Booker)

Ang Lee: Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon

Christopher Nolan: Memento

Ridley Scott: Gladiator

Destiny’s Child: Say My Name

1999
Daniel Libeskind: Jewish Museum, Berlin

J. M. Coetzee: Disgrace (Man Booker)

Andrew Motion appointed Poet Laureate

Paul Thomas Anderson: Magnolias

Spike Jonze: Being John Malkovitch

Andy and Larry Wachowski: The Matrix

Britney Spears: ...Baby One More Time

Westlife: Flying without Wings

1998
Antony Gormley: Angel of the North

Benson and Forsyth: Museum of Scotland

Ian McEwan: Amsterdam (Man Booker)

Bobby Farrelly:
There’s Something about Mary

Tom Tykner: Run, Lola, Run

Boyzone: All That I Need

Robbie Williams: Life Thru a Lens

Sex and the City debut on HBO

1997
Royal Academy Sensation Exhibition

Frank Gehry: Guggenheim, Bilbao

Colin A. St John Wilson; British Library

Thomas Pynchon: Mason and Dixon

Arundhati Roy: The God of Small Things
(Man Booker)

James Cameron: Titanic

Joel Coen: The Big Lebowski

All Saints: Never Ever

South Park debut

1996
Graham Swift: Last Orders (Booker Prize)

Oscar Niemeyer: Niterói Contemporary
Art Museum, Rio de Janiero

Danny Boyle: Trainspotting

Mike Leigh: Secrets and Lies

Mohsen Makmalbaf: Gabbeh

Hayao Miyazaki: Princess Mononoke

First BBC Proms in the Park

Spice Girls: Wannabe

1995
Pat Barker: The Ghost Road (Booker Prize)

Philip Pullman: His Dark Materials

Mel Gibson: Braveheart

Amy Heckerling: Clueless

Thomas Adès: Powder Her Face (opera)

1994
Alsop and Störmer: Le Grand Bleu,
Marseilles

Nicholas Grimshaw: Eurostar Terminal,
Waterloo

Hilary Mantel: A Cold Climate

Stephen Elliott: The Adventures of
Prisc illa, Queen of the Desert

Mike Newell: Four Weddings and a Funeral

The Beastie Boys: III Communication

Mariah Carey: Music Box

Snoop Doggy Dogg: Doggy Style

1993
Alvaro Siza: Centro Galego,
Santiago de Compostella

Roddy Doyle: Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

Tom Stoppard: Arcadia

Jane Campion: The Piano

Steven Spielberg: Jurassic Park

Meat Loaf: I’d Do Anything for Love

Take That: Everything Changes

1992
Damian Hirst: The Physical Impossibility
of Death in the Mind of Someone Living

Rem Koolhaas: Konsthal, Rotterdam

Alasdair Gray: Poor Things

Michael Ondaatje: The English Patient

Théâtre de Complic ité: Street of Crocodiles

Baz Luhrmann: Strictly Ballroom

Quentin Tarantino: Reservoir Dogs

P . J. Harvey: Dry

Jennifer Saunders: Absolutely Fabulous
(BBC)

1991
Norman Foster: Stansted Airport

Venturi and Scott-Brown: Sainsbury
Wing, National Gallery

J. G. Ballard: The Kindness of Women

Angela Carter: Wise Children

Ridley Scott: Thelma and Louise

Gustav Van Sant: My Own Private Idaho

Harrison Birtwistle: Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight

REM: Out of Time

Alan Bleasdale: GBH (BBC)

1990
Rachel Whiteread: Valley

Michael Hopkins: Bracken House
reconstuction, London

A. S. Byatt: Possession

David Hare: Rac ing Demon

Derek Walcott: Omeros

Kevin Costner: Dances with Wolves

Garry Marshall: Pretty Woman

James Macmillan: The Confession
of Isobel Gowdie

Sinead O’Connor: Nothing Compares to You

One Foot in the Grave (BBC)

1989
I. M. Pei: Louvre pyramid

Johann Otto von Spreckelsen: Grande
Arche de la Défense

Martin Amis: London Fields

Kazuo Ishiguro: The Remains of the Day

Steven Soderbergh: Sex, Lies and Videotape

John Tavener: The Protecting Veil

Madonna: Like a Prayer

David Lynch: Twin Peaks

The Simpsons debut

1988
Evans and Shalev: Courts of Justice,
Truro

Quinlan Terry: Richmond Riverside, Surrey

Peter Carey: Oscar and Lucinda

Salman Rushdie: The Satanic Verses

Peter Greenaway: Drowning by Numbers

Robert Zemeckis:
Who Framed Roger Rabbit?

Katushiro Otomo: Akira

Kylie Minogue: I Should Be So Lucky

2009
Tony Fretton: The British Embassy
(first project 2003-06; not built,
second project 2006-09)

Jez Butterworth: Jerusalem

Carol Ann Duffy, first woman Poet Laureate

Alice Munro wins Man Brooker Prize for
lifetime work

Death of Michael Jackson

Dame Vera Lynn album We’ll Meet Again
tops charts

G20 Summit, London

British troops withdrawn from Iraq

Icelandic banking collapse

Israel invasion of Gaza Strip

Iran Election Protests

Swine flu pandemic



Greater London Council abolished

Big Bang deregulation of London
Stock Exchange

Chernobyl disaster

First lap-top computer in USA

Broadwater Farm and Handsworth riots

Greenpeace Rainbow Warrior sunk in
Auckland harbour

Mikhail Gorbachev President of USSR

Miners’ Strike, March-October

First Apple Macintosh computer

Terence Higgins Trust for Aids
victims founded

Breakfast television launched

Falklands War

Greenham Common protests

First CD players go on sale

‘Pacman’ computer game

Riots in Toxteth, Manchester,
Reading, Brixton, Hull etc .

Rupert Murdoch buys The Times and
other newspapers in Britain

IBM launches first personal computer
using MS-DOS system

First cross-species genetic transfer,
Ohio University

Housing Act ‘Right to Buy’

St Paul’s Riots, Bristol

Britain becomes a net exporter of oil

Ronald Reagan President USA
(Republican, to 1988)

Margaret Thatcher PM
(Conservative, to 1990)

US Surgeon General confirms lung cancer
and smoking link USA bans CFCs to protect ozone layer

New UK speed limits

OPEC freezes oil prices

Skateboarding becomes popular in Britain

James Callaghan, PM (Labour)

‘Happiest Year’ in Britain

Jimmy Carter elected President USA

Sex Discrimination Act

North Sea Oil production begins

End of Vietnam war

Harold Wilson PM (Labour minority)

Energy crisis and three-day week

Richard Nixon resigns as President

People’s Party (later Ecology Party and
Green Party) founded

VAT introduced in UK

Allende Government overthrown in Chile

Arab-Israeli War

Watergate Scandal

First Gay Pride march in London

Richard Nixon visits China

Oz trial

Decimal currency introduced in UK
and Ireland

India recognises Bangladesh

Disneyworld, Florida opens

First fibre-optic endoscop

Edward Heath, PM (Conservative, to 1974)

My Lai Massacre, Vietnam

Kent State University riots

Salvador Allende elected President of Chile

British troops intervene in Northern Ireland

First moon landing

Woodstock festival

Open University founded

Grosvenor Square Anti-Vietnam war
demonstration

Londonderry riots, student riots in Paris
and Germany

Prague Spring ended by Soviet invasion

Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy
assassinated

‘East of Suez’ decision by Britain to
withdraw military forces

Anti Vietnam War demonstrations in USA

BBC Radio 1 founded

Aberfan disaster

England wins World Cup

Florence floods

1986
Norman Foster: Hong Kong & Shanghai
Bank, Hong Kong

James Stirling and Michael Wilford:
Clore Gallery, Tate Britain

Peter Ackroyd: Hawksmoor

Claude Berri: Jean de Florette

Stephen Frears: My Beautiful Launderette

Charles Hart and Andrew Lloyd Webber:
The Phantom of the Opera

Casualty (Central)

Inspector Morse (Central)

1985
Buckminster Fulleren discovered

Richard Rogers Partnership: Lloyds
Building

Christopher Hampton: Les Liaisons
Dangereuses

Doris Lessing: The Good Terrorist

Patrick Süskind: Perfume

Terry Gilliam: Brazil

Syndey Pollack: Out of Africa

Toru Takemitsu: Riverrun

Eastenders (BBC)

1984
Peter Adlington, John Craig and Paul
Collinge: Royal Mail Mechanised Letter
Office (designed 1983, built 1984-85)

Edward Cullinan: St Mary’s, Barnes

Stirling Wilford: Neue Staatsgalerie,
Stuttgart

J. G. Ballard: Empire of the Sun

Julian Barnes: Flaubert’s Parrot

Stephen Poliakoff: Breaking the Silence

Milos Forman: Amadeus

Wim Wenders: Paris, Texas

Madonna: Like a Virgin

Peter Fluck and Roger Law:
Spitting Image (Central)

1983
Barry Gasson, Brit Andreson and John
Meunier: Burrell Collection

Andres Duany and
Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk: Seaside, Florida

Tony Fretton: Lisson Gallery, London

David Mamet: Glengarry, Glen Ross

William Trevor: Fools of Fortune

Godfrey Reggio: Koyaanisqatsi

Bill Forsyth: Local Hero

Harrison Birtwistle: The Mask of Orpheus

Jerry Harman and Harvey Fierstein:
La Cage aux Folles

Blackadder (BBC)

1982
Chamberlin, Powell & Bon:
Barbican Centre opened

Isabel Allende: House of the Spirits

Edmund White, A Boy’s Own Story

Steven Spielberg, ET: the Extra Terrestial

Ridley Scott, Blade Runner

Richard Attenborough, Gandhi

William Matthias: Lux Aeterna

Alan Bleasdale, Boys from the Blackstuff
(BBC)

1981
Alasdair Gray: Lanark

Salman Rushdie: Midnight’s Children

Hugh Hudson: Chariots of Fire

Karel Reisz: The French Lieutenant’s Woman

Arvo Pärt: Passio domini nostri Jesu
Christi secundem Johannem

T. S. Eliot and Andrew Lloyd Webber: Cats

Brideshead Revisited (BBC)

Postman Pat (BBC)

1980
Umberto Eco: The Name of the Rose

Russell Hoban: Riddley Walker

Stanley Kubrick: The Shining

David Lynch: The Elephant Man

George Benjmain: Ringed by the Flat
Horizon

Herbert Kretzner and Claude-Michel
Schönberg: Les Misérables

Staying On (Granada)

Yes Minister (BBC)

1979
Stuart Mosscrop and Christopher Woodward:
Milton Keynes Shopping Centre

Judy Chicago, The Dinner Party

Jean-François Lyotard: The Post-Modern
Condition

Craig Raine: A Martian sends Home
a Postcard

Franc is Ford Coppola: Apocalypse Now

Ridley Scott: Alien

Village People: YMCA

The Clash: London Calling

David Attenborough: Life on Earth (BBC)

Testament of Youth, Tinker, Tailor,
Soldier, Spy (BBC)

1978
Norman Foster: Sainsbury Centre for the
Visual Arts

Frank Gehry: Own house, Santa Monica,
California

Ian McEwan: The Cement Garden

Armisted Maupin: Tales of the City

John Mortimer: Rumpole of the Bailey

Michael Cimino: The Deer Hunter

Randal Kleiser: Grease

Geörgy Ligeti: Le Grand Macabre (opera)

Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber: Evita

The South Bank Show with Melvin Bragg
(LWT)

Dennis Potter: Pennies from Heaven (BBC)

1977
RMJM: Hillingdon Civic Centre

Bruce Chatwin: In Patagonia

Penelope Lively: The Road to Litchfield

Paul Scott: Staying On

Woody Allen: Annie Hall

George Lucas: Star Wars

The Clash: The Clash

The Sex Pistols: God Save the Queen

Mike Leigh: Abigail’s Party (BBC)

1976
Chamberlin, Powell and Bon: Barbican
(since 1965)

Denys Lasdun: The National Theatre

Lisa Alther: Kinflicks

Alex Haley: Roots

Alan J. Pakala: All the President’s Men

Martin Scorsese: Taxi Driver

Benjamin Britten: String Quartet No.3

Rod Stewart: Tonight’s The Night

I Claudius, Nuts in May (BBC)

1975
Norman Foster: Willis Faber, Ipswich

Ray Bradbury: The History Man

Michael Frayn; Donkey’s Years

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala: Heat and Dust

Milos Forman: One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest

Jim Sharman: The Rocky Horror
Picture Show

Steven Spielberg: Jaws

Elton John: Captain Fantastic and the
Brown Dirt Cowboy

Queen:Bohemian Rhapsody (single and
first major rock video)

1974
Ralph Erskine: Byker housing, Newcastle

Anselm Kiefer: Resumptio

Richard Long: A Line in Ireland

Beryl Bainbridge:
The Bottle Factory Outing

Philip Larkin: High Windows

Tobe Hooper: The Texas Chain Saw Massacre

Jacques Rivette: Céline et Julie vont
en bateau

David Bowie: Diamond Dogs

Abba wins Eurovision Song Contest
with ‘Waterloo’

1973
Patrick Hodgkinson: Brunswick Centre,
London

Martin Amis: The Rachel Papers

Peter Shaffer: Equus

E.F. Schumacher: Small is Beautiful

Terrence Malick: Badlands

George Lucas: American Graffiti

Are you being served? (BBC)

1972
Tate buys Carl André bricks
(Equivalent 8, 1966)

Louis Kahn: Kimbell Museum, Fort Worth

Frederick Forsyth: The Day of the Jackal

Tom Stoppard: Jumpers

Bernardo Bertolucci: Ultimo Tango a Parigi

Luis Bunuel: La Charme Discret de la
Bourgeoisie

Franc is Ford Coppola: The Godfather

Peter Maxwell Davies: Taverner

Roxy Music : Roxy Music

Alastair Cooke: America (BBC)

1971
Aldo Rossi: Modena Cemetery

Arne Jacobsen: St Catherine’s College,
Oxford

V.S. Naipaul: In a Free State

David Storey: The Changing Room

Hal Ashby: Harold and Maude

Stanley Kubrick: A Clockwork Orange

Ronnie Corbett and Ronnie Barker:
The Two Ronnies (BBC)

1970
Robert Smithson: Spiral Jetty

Darbourne and Darke: Lillington Gardens
housing, Pimlico

Germaine Greer: The Female Eunuch

Eric Segal: Love Story

Donald Cammel, Nicholas Roeg:
Performance

Albert Maysles, David Maynes, Charlotte
Zwerin: Gimme Shelter

Beatles disbanded: Let It Be released

Jackson Five: I’ll Be There

1969
François Spoerry: Port Grimaud

Kenneth Tynan: Oh! Calcutta!

Philip Roth: Portnoy’s Complaint

Dennis Hopper: Easy Rider

Sam Peckinpah: The Wild Bunch

John Schlesinger: Midnight Cowboy

Andre Tarkovsky: Andrei Rublyev

Cream: Goodbye

The Who: Tommy

1968
Denys Lasdun: University of East Anglia

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, National
Gallery, Berlin

James Stirling, History Faculty, Cambridge

Jean Beaudrillard: The System of Objects

Ursula Le Guin: A Wizard of Earthsea

Lindsay Anderson: If …

Stanley Kubrick: 2001, a Space Odyssey

Tony Richardson: The Charge of the
Light Brigade

John Tavener: The Whale

Rolling Stones: Beggar’s Banquet

1967
Richard Long: A Line Made By Walking

Frederick Gibberd: Liverpool Catholic
Cathedral

Basil Spence: British Pavilion, Expo ’67,
Montreal

Mikhail Bulgakov: The Master and Margarita

Peter Nichols: A Day in the Death of
Joe Egg

Tom Stoppard: Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead

Luis Bunuel: Belle de Jour

Mike Nichols: The Graduate

The Beatles: Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band

1966
Hans Scharoun: Philharmonie, Berlin

Seamus Heaney: Death of a Naturalist

Thomas Pynchon: The Crying of Lot 49

Jean Rhys: The Wide Sargasso Sea

Michelangelo Antonioni: Blowup

Sergio Leone: Il Buono, Il Brutto, Il Cattivo

Steve Reich: Come Out

The Beach Boys: Good Vibrations

Ken Loach: Cathy Come Home (BBC)

1987
Richard Deacon: The Back of My Hand

Herzog and De Meuron: Ricola Building,
Switzerland

César Pelli: One Canada Square

Alan Bennett: Talking Heads

Allan Bloom: The Closing of the
American Mind

Peter Wright: Spycatcher

Derek Jarman: The Last of England

Gabriel Axel: Babette’s Feast

U2: The Joshua Tree

British government abandons plan to
dump nuclear waste

Terry Waite kidnapped in Beirut

Nicaraguan Contras hearings in USA



Harold Wilson, PM (Labour)

Leonid Brezhnev becomes President
of USSR

Alec Douglas-Home, PM (Conservative)

Profumo Scandal

Assassination of President Kennedy

Commonwealth Immigration Act

Pilkington Report attacks
Americanisation of British TV

Cuba Missile Crisis

Parker Morris Report on housing standards

Private Eye launched

Fluxus movement

J. F. Kennedy elected President of USA

Independent Republic of Cyprus declared

First section of M1 motorway

Cuban Revolution

Mini Minor launched

CND founded, first Aldermaston march

Nottingham and Notting Hill race riots

Victorian Society founded

First credit card

Harold Macmillan, PM (Conservative)

First British hydrogen bomb test

Treaty of Rome establishes European
Economic Community

Wolfenden Report

Suez Crisis

Kruschev denounces Stalin

Hungarian uprising

Anthony Eden, PM (Conservative)

State of Emergency declared in Cyprus

Disneyland, Anaheim, opens

First mass-produced transistor radio
by Sony

British food rationing ends

Television Act creates independent TV

Hillary and Tensing climb Everest

US hydrogen bomb test

Death of Josef Stalin

Polio vaccine developed

Launch of the Ford Popular

Death of King George VI, accession of
Queen Elizabeth II

British atom bomb test

Winston Churchill, PM (Conservative)

European Coal and Steel Community
founded Korean War (to 1953) Republic of Ireland proclaimed

Assassination of Mahatma Ghandi
(30 January)

End of British Mandate in Palestine, war
between Israel and Arab States

Aldeburgh Festival founded

Nationalisation of Coal, Railways and
Road Transport

Indian Independence

Edinburgh Festival founded

First microwave ovens on sale

United Nations founded

King David Hotel bombing, Jerusalem

Juan Perón, President of Argentina

Clement Attlee, PM (Labour)

German surrender

Yalta Conference
(Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin)

Atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki

Japanese surrender

Education Act (R.A. Butler, school
leaving age raised to 15)

Allies enter Rome

Normandy landings (D Day)

1964
Carlo Scarpa: Castelvecchio Museum,
Verona

Saul Bellow: Herzog

Joe Orton: Entertaining Mr Sloane

Simon Raven: The Rich Pay Late

Peter Shaffer: The Royal Hunt of the Sun

George Cukor: My Fair Lady

Stanley Kubrick: Dr Strangelove

Richard Lester: A Hard Day’s Night

Crossroads (ATV)

Top of the Pops (BBC)

1963
Stirling and Gowan:
Leicester Engineering Building

Robert Matthew Johnson-Marshall:
New Zealand House

Margaret Drabble: A Summer Birdcage

John Le Carré: The Spy who came
in from the Cold

Sylvia Plath: The Bell Jar

Jean-Luc Godard: Le Mépris

Joseph Losey: The Servant

Lucchino Visconti: Il Gattopardo

The Beatles: Please Please Me

1962
Andy Warhol: Campbell’s Soup Cans

Eliel Saarinen: TWA Building, New York

Sir Basil Spence: Coventry Cathedral

Edward Albee: Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?

Anthony Burgess: A Clockwork Orange

David Lean: Lawrence of Arabia

Stanley Kubrick: Lolita

Alberto Broccoli: Dr No

Benjamin Britten: War Requiem

1961
Denys Lasdun: Royal College of Physicians

J. L. Martin with C. St John Wilson and
Patrick Hodgkinson, Libraries group,
Oxford

Paul Rudolph, Art and Architecture
Building, Yale

Joseph Heller: Catch 22

John Osborne: Luther

Luis Bunuel: Viridiana

Blake Edwards: Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Alain Resnais: L’Année dernière à Marienbad

Bob Dylan debut

Rolling Stones formed

1960
Denys Lasdun: Royal College of Physicians,
London (to 1965)

J. L. Martin with C. St John Wilson and
Patrick Hodgkinson: Harvey Court,
Cambridge

Lynne Reid Banks: The L-Shaped Room

Robert Bolt: A Man for all Seasons

Harper Lee: To Kill a Mockingbird

Robert Day: The Rebel (with Tony Hancock)

Federico Fellini: La Dolce Vita

Alfred Hitchcock: Psycho

Edith Piaf: Je Ne Regrette Rien

The Beatles first performance, Hamburg

1959
Alison Smithson and Peter Smithson:
The Economist Group (designed 1959,
completed 1964)

Gollins, Melvin and Ward: Castrol House,
London

Frank Lloyd Wright: Guggenheim
Museum, New York

John Arden: Sergeant Musgrave’s Dance

William Burroughs: The Naked Lunch

Gunter Grass: The Tin Drum

Alain Resnais: Hiroshima mon Amour

Billy Wilder: Some Like it Hot

Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein:
The Sound of Music

1958
Jackson Pollock exhibition Whitechapel

Stirling and Gowan: Ham Common Flats,
Kingston

Iris Murdoch: The Bells

Harold Pinter: The Birthday Party

Alan Sillitoe: Saturday Night, Sunday
Morning

François Truffaut: Les 400 Coups

Edgard Varese: Poème Electronique

Blue Peter (BBC)

1957
Jørn Utzon wins Sydney Opera House
competition

John Braine: Room at the Top

Ted Hughes: The Hawk in the Rain

Jack Kerouac: On the Road

Francis Poulenc : Dialogues des
Carmelites

Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story

Everly Brothers: Wake Up Little Susie

Elvis Presley: All Shook Up
(first ‘Number One’ in Britain)

1956
Yves Klein, first blue monochrome paintings

This Is Tomorrow exhibition, Whitechapel

Le Corbusier: Maisons Jaoul

Eero Saarinen: TWA Terminal, New York

Laurie Lee: Cider with Rosie

John Osborne: Look Back in Anger

Ingmar Bergman: The Seventh Seal

Jack Lee: A Town Called Alice

The Billy Cotton Band Show,
Opportunity Knocks, Zoo-Time

1955
Jasper Johns: Flag, Target and Number
paintings

Le Corbusier: Nôtre Dame du Haut,
Ronchamp, Vosges

Claude Levi-Strauss: Tristes Tropiques

Patricia Highsmith: The Talented Mr Ripley

Vladimir Nabokov: Lolita

Michael Anderson: The Dam Busters

Nicholas Ray: Rebel without a cause

Crackerjack, Dixon of Dock Green,
Double your Money, The Benny Hill Show

1954
Robert Rauschenberg: Pink Door

Kingsley Amis: Lucky Jim

John Golding: The Lord of the Flies

J. R. R. Tolkien: The Fellowship of the Ring,
The Two Towers

Stanley Donen: Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers

Halas and Batchelor: Animal Farm

Akira Kurosawa: The Seven Samurai

Federico Fellini: La Strada

Julian Slade: Salad Days

Bill Haley and the Comets:
Rock around the Clock

1953
Le Corbusier: Unité d’Habitation, Marseilles

Louis Kahn: Yale University Art Gallery

Raymond Chandler: The Long Goodbye

Ian Fleming: Casino Royale

Howard Hawks: Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

Jacques Tati: Mr Hulot’s Holiday

Leonard Bernstein: Wonderful Town

Michael Tippett: Fantasia Concertante on
a theme of Corelli

1952
Peter Lanyon: Porthleven

Architects’ Co-Partnership: Brynmawr
Rubber Factory, Gwent
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill:
Lever House, New York
Alison and Peter Smithson: Hunstanton
School, Norfolk

Dylan Thomas: Collected Poems, 1934-52
John Wain: Hurry on Down
Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly:
Singin’ in the Rain

Fred Zimmerman: High Noon

John Cage: 4’33”

Crazy People
(later renamed The Goon Show, BBC)
What’s My Line (BBC)

1951
Robert Matthew et. al.: Royal Festival Hall

Powell and Moya: Skylon

Le Corbusier: Chandigargh

J. D. Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye

John Wyndham: The Day of the Triffids

Ella Kazan: A Streetcar named Desire

John Huston: The African Queen

Benjamin Britten: Billy Budd

Igor Stravinsky: The Rake’s Progress

Watch with Mother (BBC)

1950
Jackson Pollock: Autumn Rhythm

Cliford Styll: 1950-A, No.2

L. Mies van der Rohe: Farnsworth House

Sri Aurobindo: Savitri

Elizabeth David: A Book of Mediterranean
Food

Graham Greene: The Third Man

C.S. Lewis: The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe

Wolf Mankiewicz: All about Eve

Billy Wilder: Sunset Boulevard

Maria Callas debut at La Scala, Milan

Frank Loesser and Abe Burrows:
Guys and Dolls

1949
‘L’Art Brut’ exhibition, Paris

Alvar Aalto: Baker House, Cambridge MA

Philip Johnson: Glass House, New Canaan,
Connecticut

Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman

George Orwell: Nineteen Eighty-Four

Ezra Pound: Pisan Cantos

Jean Cocteau: Orphée

Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly: On the Town

Robert Hamer: Kind Hearts and Coronets

Carol Reed: The Third Man

Rodgers and Hammerstein: South Pacific

1948
Eero Saarinen: General Motors HQ, Detroit

Graham Greene: The Heart of the Matter

Norman Mailer: The Naked and the Dead

Alan Paton: Cry, The Beloved Country

Max Ophuls: Letter from an
Unknown Woman

Vittorio de Sica: Ladri di Biciclette

Powell and Pressburger: The Red Shoes

Olivier Messaien: Turangalila Symphony

Bella and Samuel Spewak with
Cole Porter: Kiss Me Kate

1947
Jean Dubuffet: Will to Power

Hertfordshire County Architects:
Cheshunt School

Albert Camus: La Peste

Primo Levi: If this be a man

Malcolm Lowry: Under the Volcano

Tennessee Williams:
A Streetcar named Desire

John Boulting: Brighton Rock

Rise of Charlie Parker, jazz saxophonist

1946
Britain Can Make It exhibition

Erich Mendelsohn, Maimomides Hospital,
San Francisco

Philip Powell and Hidalgo Moya: Churchill
Gardens, Pimlico

Mervyn Peake: Titus Groan

Terence Rattigan: The Winslow Boy

Frank Capra: It’s a Wonderful Life

David Lean: Great Expectations:
Brief Encounter

Powell and Pressburger: A Matter of Life
and Death

BBC Third Programme founded

1945
George Orwell: Animal Farm

J.B. Priestley: An Inspector Calls

Evelyn Waugh: Brideshead Revisited

Marcel Carné: Les Enfants du Paradis

Roberto Rossellini: Roma, Città Aperta

Benjamin Britten: Peter Grimes

Richard Strauss: Metamorphosen

1944
Francis Bacon: Three Studies for Figures
at the Base of a Crucifixion

Joyce Carey: The Horse’s Mouth

T.S. Eliot: Four Quartets

Frederick Hayek: The Road to Serfdom

Sergei Eistenstein: Ivan the Terrible

Vincente Minelli: Meet Me in St Louis

Laurence Olivier: Henry V

Aaron Copland: Appalachian Spring

Michael Tippett: A Child of Our Time

1965
Arne Jacobsen: St Catherine’s College,
Oxford

Louis Kahn: Salk Institute, La Jolla,
California

Doris Lessing: Landlocked

Harold Pinter: The Homecoming

Jean-Luc Godard: Alphaville

David Lean: Dr Zhivago

The Magic Roundabout (BBC)

Tomorrow’s World (BBC)

End of 11-plus selection and creation of
Comprehensive Schools announced

Independence declared by
Southern Rhodesia

Vietnam War escalates

Second Vatican Council ends



Beveridge Report

Baedeker Raids

British Government bans white bread

First and Second Battles of El Alamein

Battle of Midway; Fall of Singapore

Wannsee Conference approves mass
killing of Jews

Atlantic Charter (Churchill and Roosevelt)

Germany invades Russia

Anglo-Soviet Alliance

Pearl Harbour raid, 7 December

Winston Churchill, PM
(National Government)

Dunkirk evacuation 27 May – 4 June

Battle of Britain 10 July – 31 October

German invasion of Czechoslovakia

Nazi-Soviet Pact

Second World War, Britain declares war
3 September

Confiscation of Jewish property
in Germany

Austrian Anschluss

Neville Chamberlain, PM
(National Government)

International Exhibition, Paris

Mass Observation founded

Death of King George V. King Edward VIII
abdicates. King George VI

Rome-Berlin Axis

Spanish Civil War

Stanley Baldwin, PM
(National Government)

Italian invasion of Abyssinia

35mm Kodachrome film

Penguin Books first issued

Hitler declared ‘Führer of the German Reich’

The Long March
(migration of Chinese communists)

Cat’s Eye reflector

Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany

First New Deal, USA

FM radio patented

International Disarmament Conference

Britain abandons Free Trade for
Imperial Preference

F.D. Roosevelt elected President USA

Lord Rutherford splits atom at Cambridge

Vitamin C isolated

Ramsay Macdonald PM
(National Government)

Britain forced off gold standard

Neoprene synthetic rubber invented

R101 airship disaster

London Round Table Conference on India

Perspex invented

Ramsay Macdonald, PM (Labour)

Wall Street Crash

Kodak 16mm colour film

First Soviet Five Year Plan

Votes for Women aged 21-30

Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin

First CIAM Conference, La Sarraz

Lindberg flies non-stop New York-Paris

Siegfried Junghans process for continuous
casting of non-ferrous metal

General Strike

Max Born and Werner Heisenberg outline
Quantum Theor

International Exhibition, Paris

Britain returns to the Gold Standard

Contributory Pensions, minimum age 65

Stanley Baldwin, PM (Conservative)

Zinoviev letter creates Bolshevik scare

Death of Lenin

British Empire Exhibition: Wembley

Stanley Baldwin, PM (Conservative)

Ramsay Macdonald, PM (Labour)

Munich putsch led by Hilter

A. Bonar Law, PM (Conservative)

Labour becomes official opposition party

‘Geddes Axe’ cuts public expenditure

‘March on Rome’ by Italian Fascists

1942
First electronic computer

Albert Camus: The Outsider

Michael Curtiz: Casablanca

Orson Welles and Fred Flack:
The Magnificent Ambersons

Glenn Miller Chattanooga Choo-Choo
first Golden Disc

Frank Sinatra first stage appearance,
New York

1941
Berthold Brecht: Mother Courage

Noel Coward: Blithe Spirit

Walt Disney: Dumbo

John Ford: How Green was my Valley

John Huston: The Maltese Falcon

Orson Welles: Citizen Kane

Schostakovitch, Leningrad Symphony

Brains Trust (BBC)

1940
Willem de Kooning: Seated Woman

T.S. Eliot: East Coker

Arthur Koestler: Darkness at Noon

Virginia Woolf: Between the Acts

Walt Disney: Fantasia

Howard Hawkes: His Girl Friday

Alfred Hitchcock: Rebecca

Anton Webern: Variations for Orchestra

Almanac Singers founded

1939
Graham Sutherland: Entrance to a Lane

Ernö Goldfinger: 1-3 Willow Road,
Hampstead

Walter Gropius and Maxwell Fry:
Impington Village College

T S. Eliot: Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats

James Joyce: Finnegans Wake

Louis MacNeice: Autumn Journal

Frank Capra: Mr Smith goes to Washington

Ernst Lubitsch: Ninotchka

Gerald Finzi: Dies Natalis

1938
Henry Moore: Recumbent Figure

Serge Chermayeff: Bentley Wood

Denis Clarke Hall: Richmond High School
of Girls

Lubetkin and Tecton: Finsbury Health
Centre, Highpoint II

Antonin Artaud: Le Theatre et son Double

Samuel Beckett: Murphy

Graham Greene: Brighton Rock

Howard Hawks: Bringing up Baby

Samuel Barber: Adagio for Strings

Paul Hindemith: Mathis der Maler

1937
Pablo Picasso: Guernica

E. Gunnar Asplund: Gothenberg Law Courts

Frank Lloyd Wright: Falling Water

John Steinbeck: Of Mice and Men

J.R.R. Tolkien: The Hobbit

Jean Renoir: La Grande Illusion

Walt Disney: Snow White and the
Seven Dwarves

Carl Orff: Carmina Burana

Noel Gay: Me and My Girl

1936
International Surrealist Exhibition, London

William Crabtree and others: Peter Jones

Frank Lloyd Wright: Johnson Wax Offices

F. Garcia Lorca: The House of Bernarda Alba

Benjamin Britten: Our Hunting Fathers

Dmitri Schostakovitch: Lady Macbeth
of Mtsensk

Charlie Chaplin: Modern Times

Alexander Korda: Things to Come

BBC Television broadcasts from
Alexandra Palace

1935
Lubetkin and Tecton: Highpoint I

Sir Owen Williams: Peckham Health Centre

Auden and Isherwood:
The Dog Beneath the Skin

T.S. Eliot: Murder in the Cathedral

George Gershwin: Porgy and Bess

William Walton: Symphony No.1

Alfred Hitchcock: The 39 Steps

Frank Lloyd: Mutiny on the Bounty

1934
Erich Mendelsohn and Serge Chermayeff:
De La Warr Pavilion (competition 1933,
built 1935)

Ben Nicholson: White Reliefs

Wells Coates: Isokon Flats, Hampstead

G. Grey Wornum: RIBA Building,
Portland Place

Agatha Christie:
Murder on the Orient Express

Leni Riefenstahl: The Triumph of the Will

Jean Vigo: L’Atalante

Glyndebourne Opera founded

Bolton, Wodehouse and Cole Porter:
Anything Goes!

1933
Edward Maufe appointed architect for
Guildford Cathedral

Oliver Hill: Midland Hotel, Morecambe

George Orwell: Down and Out in Paris
and London

Herbert Read: Art Now

Antonia White: Frost in May

Merian Cooper, Ernest B. Schoedsack:
King Kong

Mervyn LeRoy: Gold Diggers of 1933

Marx Brothers (Leo McCarey): Duck Soup

Lloyd Bacon: 42nd Street

Duke Ellington British début

1932
Joseph Emberton:
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club

Charles Holden: Arnos Grove Station

Elisabeth Scott: Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon

Stella Gibbons: Cold Comfort Farm

Howard Hawks: Scarface: the shame of
a nation

Jean Renoir: Boudu sauvé des eaux

Jay Gouler: Brother, Can you Spare a Dime?

1931
Salvador Dali: The Persistence of Memory

Jacob Epstein: Genesis

Le Corbusier and Jeanneret: Pavillon
Suisse, Paris

H.S. Goodhart-Rendel: Hay’s Wharf

Giles Gilbert Scott with Mott, Hay &
Anderson: Battersea Power Station

Ivy Comton-Burnett: Men and Wives

James Hanley: Boy

Charlie Chaplin: City Lights

René Clair: À Nous la Liberté

R. Vaughan Williams: Job, a Masque
for Dancing

1930
L. Mies van der Rohe: Tugendhat House,
Brno

Sir Owen Williams: Boots D10 Building

W.H. Auden: Poems

P. Wyndham Lewis: The Apes of God

Luis Bunuel: L’Age d’Or

Lewis Milestone: All Quiet on the
Western Front

Josef von Sternberg: The Blue Angel

Brecht and Weill: The Rise and Fall of the
City of Mahagonny

BBC Symphony Orchestra founded

1929
René Magritte: The Treachery of Images

Alvar Aalto: Paimio Sanatorium

Mies van der Rohe: Barcelona Pavilion

Robert Graves: Goodbye to All That

Ernest Hemingway: A Farewell to Arms

Alfred Hitchcock: Blackmail

Len Lye: Tusalava

Dziga Vertov: Man with a Movie Camera

Constant Lambert: The Rio Grande

1928
W.M. Dudok, Hilversum Town Hall

Richard Sherriff: Journey’s End

Evelyn Waugh: Decline and Fall

Walt Disney: Steamboat Willy

King Vidor: The Crowd

Bertold Brecht and Kurt Weill:
Die Dreigroschenoper

Hammerstein and Kern: Show Boat

Clarence Smith: Pine Top’s Boogie-Woogie

1927
Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier and others:
Weissenhofsiedlung, Stuttgart

Henry Williamson: Tarka the Otter

Virginia Woolf: To the Lighthouse

Alan Crosland: The Jazz Singer

Abel Gance: Napoleon

Buster Keaton: The General

Fritz Lang: Metropolis

Leos Janacek: Galagolitic Mass

Ernst Krenek: Jonny spielt Auf

1926
Rex Whistler: Tate Gallery Refreshment
Room murals

Eileen Gray, E-1027, Cap Martin

Erich Mendelsohn: Schocken Store,
Stuttgart

T.E. Lawrence: Seven Pillars of Wisdom

A.A. Milne: Winnie the Pooh

Fritz Lang: Metropolis

René Clair and Erik Satie: Entracte

Puccini: Turandot

Szymanowski: King Roger

Ray Henderson: The Black Bottom

1925
Gropius and Meyer: Bauhaus building,
Dessau

Noel Coward: Hay Fever

F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby

Ezra Pound,:A Draft of XVI Cantos

Alban Berg: Wozzeck

Enrico Busoni: Docktor Faust

Charlie Chaplin: The Gold Rush

Sergei Eisenstein: Battleship Potemkin

1924
Sir Edwin Lutyens: Memorial to the Missing
of the Somme, Thiepval

J.J.P. Oud: Hook of Holland housing

Gerrit Rietveld: Shroeder House, Utrecht

E.M. Forster: A Passage to India

Sean O’Casey: Juno and the Paycock

George Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue

Raoul Walsh: The Thief of Baghdad

Erich von Stroheim: Greed

1923
Constantin Brancusi: Bird in Space

Le Corbusier: Maisons La Roche-Jeanneret

Arnold Bennett: Riceyman Steps

Le Corbusier-Saugnier [Ozenfant]:
Vers une Architecture

Harold Lloyd: Safety Last

Abel Gance: La Roue

BBC broadcasts first weather forecasts
and plays

1922
Richmal Crompton: Just – William

T.S. Eliot: The Waste Land

James Joyce: Ulysses

G.B. Shaw: Back to Methusaleh

William Walton/Edith Sitwell: Façade

Robert J. Flaherty: Nanook of the North

Fritz Lang: Dr Mabuse der Spieler

E.W. Murnau: Nosferatu

1943
Oscar Niemeyer: St Francis, Pampulha,
Brazil

Herman Hesse: The Glass Bead Game

Nikolaus Pevsner: An Outline of European
Architecture

Jean-Paul Sartre: Being and Nothingness

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry:
The Little Prince

Humphrey Jennings: Fires were Started

Lucchino Visconti: Ossessione

Ralph Vaughan-Williams: Symphony No.5

Rodgers and Hammerstein: Oklahoma!

German surrender at Stalingrad, 31 January

Italian invasion and fall of Mussolini

Tehran Conference – Churchill,
Roosevelt, Stalin



League of Nations created

USA Prohibition (to 1933)

First radio broadcasts by Marconi
Company

Amritsar Riots

Treaty of Versailles

Italian Fascist Party founded

3 March Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

Armistice ends First World War

Representation of the People Act

Capture of Jerusalem by
Arab and British troops

Balfour Declaration (Palestine)

America enters war

October Revolution, Russia

Third Battle of Ypres

Clarence Birdseye develops frozen food

David Lloyd George, PM
(Coalition, to 1922)

Dublin Easter Rising

Battle of Jutland

Battle of the Somme

Gallipoli Campaign

Design and Industries Association
founded

Tetanus injections in trenches

Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand
at Sarajevo

First World War (Britain declares war
against Germany 4 August)

Panama Canal opened

Prisoners’ Temporary Discharge for
Health Act (‘Cat and Mouse’ Act)

Omega Workshops founded

Vitamin A isolated

Frederick Soddy coins term ‘isotope’

Balkan Wars (to 1913)

Third Irish Home Rule Bill

Daily Herald founded

Start of X-ray crystallography

Parliament Act (payment of MPs)

Chinese Revolution

Delhi Durbar

Lord Rutherford proposes concept of
nuclear atom

Death of King Edward VII, King George V
(to 1936)

Tango dance craze

Elizabeth Arden, First Beauty Shop,
New York

First roller bearings, Sweden

The People’s Budget

Girl Guides founded

DNA and RNA discovered

Louis Blériot cross-channel flight

Herbert Henry Asquith, PM (Liberal)

Model ‘T’ Ford (mass-produced in 1913)

Rowenta first commerc ial electric iron

Vick’s Vapour rub ‘made by Presbyterians’

Anglo-Russian entente

Hague Peace Conference

Dominion status for New Zealand

Royal Dutch Shell formed

Launch of HMS Dreadnought

Alfred Dreyfus acquitted

Suffragette campaigns (to 1914)

Deutsche Werkbund founded

Fresh milk sold in bottles, East Finchley

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, PM
(Liberal)

Russian Revolution of 1905: ‘Bloody
Sunday’, Potemkin mutiny

‘Les Fauves’ and ‘Die Brucke’ groups

Anglo-French ‘Entente Cordiale’

Russo-Japanese War (to 1905)

Dogger Bank Incident

First photo-electric cell

Daily Mirror founded

Wright Brothers first powered flight

Letchworth First Garden City founded

A.J. Balfour, PM (Conservative)

Sinn Fein founded

Pierre and Marie Curie isolate radium salt

Death of Queen Victoria, accession of
King Edward VII

Satori Kato: instant coffee

Marconi transmits radio signal between
Newfoundland and Cornwall

10 inch shellac gramophone records

Oldsmobile Buggy, Detroit

Labour Representation Committee
(origin of the Labour Party)

Labour exchanges established

Boxer Rebellion, China

International Exhibition, Paris

Kodak launches Box Brownie camera

1920
Gabo and Pevsner: Realist Manifesto

De Klerk and Kramer: Eigen Hard housing,
Amsterdam

Erich Mendelsohn: Einstein Tower,
Potsdam

D.H. Lawrence: Women in Love

Wilfred Owen: Collected Poems

D.W. Griffith: Way Down East

Fred Niblo: The Mark of Zorro

Gustav Holst: The Planets

1919
Marcel Duchamp: L H O O Q

K. Malevitch: New System of Art

Bauhaus founded in Weimar

Edwin Lutyens: Cenotaph, Whitehall

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe:
Friedrichstrasse office tower project

Daisy Ashford: The Young Visiters

Siegfried Sassoon: War Poems

Robert Wiene: Das Kabinett des
Doctor Caligari

Edward Elgar: Cello Concerto

1918
Paul Nash: We Are Making a New World

Hans Poelzig: Grosses Schauspielhaus,
Berlin

Gerald Manly Hopkins: Poems
(posthumous)

P. Wyndham Lewis: Tarr

Lytton Strachey: Eminent Victorians

Belá Bartok: Bluebeard’s Castle

Igor Stravinsky: The Soldier’s Tale

The Jazz Boys visit Britain

1917
De Stijl magazine

T.S. Eliot: Prufrock and Other Observations

Ezra Pound: Hugh Selwyn Mauberley

W.B. Yeats: The Wild Swans at Coole

Erik Satie: Parade

Original Dixieland Jazz Band

1916
Arts and Crafts Exhibition, Royal Academy

Ronald Firbank: Inclinations

James Joyce: A Portrait of the Artist
as a Young Man

H.G. Wells: Mr Britling Sees It Through

D.W. Griffith: Intolerance

Manuel de Falla: Nights in a Garden
of Spain

Sir Hubert Parry: Jerusalem

1915
Marcel Duchamp: The Large Glass

C.R.Mackintosh: 58 Derngate, Northampton

A. Dunbar Smith and Cecil Brewer: Heals
shop, Tottenham Court Road

John Buchan: The Thirty-Nine Steps

Virginia Woolf: The Voyage Out

D.W. Griffith: The Birth of a Nation

William Hargreaves: Burlington Bertie
from Bow

Ivor Novello: Keep the Home Fires Burning

1914
Deutsche Werkbund exhibition, Cologne

Blast, the Review of the Great English
Vortex

Sir John Burnet: The King Edward VII
Galleries, British Museum

Charles-Edouard Jeanneret
(Le Corbusier) ‘Maison Domino’ project

Giles Gilbert Scott: Our Lady of the
Assumption, Northfleet

James Joyce: Dubliners

Robert Tressel: The Ragged Trousered
Philanthropist (posthumous)

Rutland Boughton: The Immortal Hour

Jack Judge and Harry Williams: It’s a
Long Way to Tipperary

1913
Armory Show, New York

Giorgio di Chirico: The Uncertainty of
the Poet

Sir Aston Webb, East Front of
Buckingham Palace

Edwin Lutyens: Viceroy’s House,
New Delhi (design)

D.H. Lawrence: Sons and Lovers

Marcel Proust: Du Côté du chez Swann

Igor Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring

Kenneth J. Alford: Colonel Bogey

1912
Umberto Boccioni: Development of a
Bottle in Space

Georges Braque first papiers collés

Walter Gropius and Adolf Meyer: Fagus
Factory, Alfeld

Walter De La Mare: The Listeners

Wassily Kandinsky: Concering the
Spiritual in Art

Thomas Mann: Death in Venice

G.B. Shaw: Pygmalion

Maurice Ravel: Daphnis and Chloë

1911
Adolf Loos: Haus am Michaelerplatz, Vienna

Hans Poelzig: Chemical Factory, Luban

Francis Hodgson Burnett:
The Secret Garden

G.K. Chesterton: The Innocence of
Father Brown

Gustav Mahler: Das Lied von der Erde

Igor Stravinsky: Petrushka

Richard Strauss: Der Rosenkavalier

Irving Berlin: Alexander’s Ragtime Band

1910
Manet and the Post Impressionists
Exhibition, London

Edwin Lutyens: Castle Drogo (to 1930)

E.M. Forster: Howards End

P.G. Wodehouse: Psmith in the City

Igor Stravinsky: The Firebird

Ralph Vaughan Williams: Fantasia on a
Theme of Tallis

Fred Murray and R. P. Weston: I’m Henery
the Eighth I Am

1909
Ninian Comper: St Mary’s Church
(designed 1904, built 1907-31)

Pablo Picasso: Horta del Ebro series

Peter Behrens: AEG Turbine Factory,
Berlin

Greene & Greene: Gamble House,
Pasadena, California

Ragnar Ostberg: Stockholm City Hall
(to 1923)

H.G. Wells: Tono Bungay

Frederick Delius, The Mass of Life

Gustav Mahler: Das Lied von der Erde

Ralph Vaughan Williams: On Wenlock Edge

1908
Georges Braque: The Large Trees, L’Estaque

Jacob Epstein: BMA sculptures, Strand

Walter Sickert: The Camden Town Murder

Otto Wagner: Post Office Savings Bank,
Vienna

Frank Lloyd Wright: Robie House, Chicago

E.M. Forster: A Room with a View

Kenneth Grahame: The Wind in the Willows

Edward Elgar: Symphony No.1

G. W. Murphy and Will Letters:
Has Anybody Here Seen Kelly?

1907
Constantin Brancusi: The Kiss

Henri Matisse: The Joy of Life

Pablo Picasso: Les Demoiselles d’Avignon

Hampstead Garden Suburb founded

Sir Robert Lorimer: Ardkinglas House,
Argyllshire

Halsey Ricardo: Debenham House,
8 Addison Road, London

Hilaire Belloc : Cautionary Tales
for Children

J.M. Synge: The Playboy of the
Western World

1906
André Derain: The Pool of London

Paula Moderson-Becker: Old Poorhouse
Woman

Méwès and Davis: The Ritz Hotel, London

Otto Wagner: Kirche am Steinhof,
Vienna; Post Office Savings Bank

John Galsworthy: A Man of Property

Upton Sinclair: The Jungle

Charles Tait: The Story of the Kelly Gang

1905
Charles Holden: Bristol Central Library

Antonio Gaudí: Casa Battló and Casa Mila,
Barcelona

Temple Moore: St Wilfred’s, Harrogate

R. Norman Shaw: Piccadilly Hotel and
Regent Street Quadrant scheme

Frank Lloyd Wright: Unity Temple,
Oak Park, Chicago

Oscar Wilde: De Profundis (posthumous)

Franz Léhar: The Merry Widow

Sir Henry Wood: Fantasia on British
Sea Songs

1904
Frank Matcham: London Coliseum,
St Martin’s Lane

Auguste Perret: Rue Franklin Apartments,
Paris

Frank Lloyd Wright: Larkin Building, Buffalo

J. M. Barrie: Peter Pan (stage version)

Anton Chekov: The Cherry Orchard

Patrick Geddes: City Development

Herman Muthesius: Das Englische Haus

McKim, Mead and White: Pennsylvania
Railroad Station

E. S. Prior: St Andrew, Roker, Durham

L. Janacek: Jenufa

G. Puccini: Madame Butterfly

1903
Giles Gilbert Scott: Liverpool Anglican
Cathedral (completed 1978)

Wiener Werkstätte founded

Josef Hoffman: Purkersdorf Sanatorium,
Vienna

Edgar Wood and J. H. Sellars: First
Church of Christ Scientist, Victoria Park,
Manchester

Erskine Childers: The Riddle of the Sands

Jack London: The Call of the Wild

G.E. Moore: Principia Ethica

Edwin S. Porter: The Great Train Robbery

1902
Burnham and Root: Flat Iron Building,
New York

Sir Edwin Lutyens: Little Thakeham,
West Sussex

C.R. Mackintosh: Hill House, Helensburgh

Frank Lloyd Wright: Ward Willetts
House, Highland Park, Illinois

Beatrix Potter: The Tale of Peter Rabbit

William James: The Varieties of Religious
Experience

Georges Mélies: Le Voyage dans la Lune

Claude Debussy: Pelléas et Mélisande

Scott Joplin: The Entertainer

1901
Edvard Munch: Girls on a Bridge

Pablo Picasso: Girl holding a Dove

Arnold Bennett: Anna of the Five Towns

Rudyard Kipling: Kim

W.B. Yeats and Lady Gregory:
Cathleen ni Houlihan

Claude Debussy: Nocturnes

Antonin Dvorak: Rusalka

1900
Sir Ninian Comper: St Cyprian,
Clarence Gate, London

Antonio Gaudí: Parc Guell, Barcelona

W.R. Lethaby: All Saints,
Brockhampton-by-Ross

Edward Elgar: The Dream of Gerontius

Jean Sibelius: Finlandia

Harry B. Norris: Burlington Bertie

1921
Max Ernst: Celebes

Josep Plecnik: remodelling of Prague
Castle (to 1935)

Aldous Huxley: Chrome Yellow

Luigi Pirandello: Six Characters in search
of an Author

Eugene O’Neill: The Emperor Jones

R.H. Tawney: The Acquisitive Soc iety

Leos Janacek: Katya Kabanova

Edgard Varèse: Amériques

British Commonwealth of Nations founded

Southern Ireland given Dominion Status

Emir Faisal proclaimed King of Iraq



Fashoda crisis

J. Harvey and W.K. Kellogg: Corn Flakes

Semi-automatic shot gun invented

Vertical filing cabinet invented

Tate Gallery opened

Electric street car/tram invented

LCC Central School of Arts and Crafts
founded

Armenian Massacres, Constantinople

First modern Olympics

Lord Salisbury, PM
(Conservative, to 1902)

Jameson Road attempts to overthrow
Boer leader, Paul Kruger

G. Marconi achieves wireless telegraphy
over one mile

Lumière Brothers Cinematographe
performance

Lord Rosebery, PM (Liberal)

Paris-Rouen Motor Race won by Daimler car

Independent Labour Party founded

Studio magazine

William Gladstone, PM (Liberal, to 1894)

Kier Hardie, first Labour MP

Rudolf Diesel: Patented the diesel engine

Foundation of Kuomingtang by Sun Yat Sen

Nikola Tesla invents radio

Escalator invented at Coney Island

Edison stenc il-pen adapted as tattoo
machine

Panhard and Levasseur create car with
transmission and gear shift

Fall of C.S. Parnell

City and South London ‘tube’ railway

Fashion for cycling bloomers

London Dock Strike

International Exhibition, Paris

Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society founded

‘Fur and Feather Group’ (later RSPB)
founded

Scott Paper Company: Paper Towel

Local Government Act

‘Jack the Ripper’ murders

C.R. Ashbee founds Guild and School of
Handicraft in Whitechapel

George Eastman: Kodak Camera and film

Marvin Stone: Drinking Straw

Theophilus van Kannel: Revolving Door

Queen Victoria Golden Jubilee

Emile Berliner: horizontal recording
disk player

Gottlieb Daimler: four-wheeled
petrol-driven car

Eadweard Muybridge: Animal
Locomotion folios

William Gladstone, PM (Liberal)

Lord Salisbury, PM (Conservative)

Coca-Cola invented ‘the intellectual
beverage’

Gluckhauf, first oil tanker

Horizontal filing cabinet invented

Lord Salisbury, PM (Conservative)

Death of General Gordon at Khartoum

First banana imports to Britain

Karl Friedrich Benz: Three-wheeled
petrol-driven car

Conference of Berlin (partition of
central Africa)

Third Reform Act

Foundation of Fabian Society/Art Workers
Guild/Toynbee Hall

Fountain pen invented

Public telephone boxes introduced in UK
Thomas Edison demonstrates principle of
Electron Tube

Phoenix Park Murders, Dublin

Married Women’s Property Rights Act

Electric Iron invented

Robert Koch identifies TB bacillus

First Hydro-Electric plant, Wisconsin

First Boer War

Anti-Jewish pogroms in Russia and
Eastern Europe cause mass emigration

Machine Gun invented

Perc ival Everett: first practical
vending machine

William Gladstone, PM (Liberal)

Transvaal declares independence
from Britain

Soft canvas shoes (Plimsolls)

Tinned food: salmon, fruit and meat

Third Afghan War/Zulu War
First telephone exchange in London
Frank Winfield Woolworth opens
‘five and ten’ store

James Ritty: Cash Register

Ford Madox Brown: Manchester Town Hall
Murals (to 1888)
Discovery of Altamira cave paintings

Treaty of Berlin establishes national
boundaries in Eastern Europe

William Crooke describes cathode ray tube

Thomas Edison: Electric Light

Remington Model 2 Typewriter – first
shift key

Henry Tate introduces sugar cubes

1898
M.H. Baillie-Scott: Blackwell, Windermere

Hector Guimard: Castel Béranger, Paris

W.R. Lethaby: Melsetter House, Hoy,
Orkney

E. Beresford Pite: Christchurch,
North Brixton

Ebenezer Howard: Tomorrow, the
peaceful path to reform

Henry James: The Turn of the Screw

Oscar Wilde: The Ballad of Reading Gaol

Richard Strauss: Ein Heldenleben

1897
Henri Rousseau: Sleeping Gypsy

H.P. Berlage: Amsterdam Stock Exchange

H.V. Lanchester and E.A. Rickards: Cardiff
City Hall and Law Courts (to 1906)

C.R. Mackintosh: Glasgow School of Art

E.S. Prior: The Barn, Exmouth, Devon

Charles Harrison Townsend: Whitechapel
Art Gallery

Bram Stoker: Dracula

Joseph Conrad: The Nigger of the
‘Narcissus’

Henry James: The Spoils of Poynton

Paul Dukas: The Sorcerer’s Apprentice

1896
C. Fitzroy Doll: Hotel Russell, Bloomsbury

Sir Edwin Lutyens: Munstead Wood

Charles Rennie Mackintosh: Glasgow
School of Art (to 1909)

Alfred Messel: Wertheim Store, Berlin
(to 1904)

Edward Carpenter: Love’s Coming of Age

Alfred Jarry: Ubu Roi

A.E. Housman: A Shropshire Lad

Le Coucher de la Marie, first
pornographic film

G. Puccini: La Bohème

1895
The National Trust founded

Country Life founded

L’Art Nouveau gallery, Paris

A.D. Smith and C.C. Brewer: Mary Ward
House, Bloomsbury

Aston Webb: Birmingham Assize Courts

Thomas Hardy: Jude the Obscure

H.G. Wells: The Time Machine

Oscar Wilde: The Importance of
Being Earnest

1894
P. Wilson Steer: Children Paddling

J. F. Bentley: Westminster Cathedral
(to 1903)

Hector Guimard: Castel Béranger, Paris

Louis Sullivan: Guaranty Building, Buffalo

Rudyard Kipling: The Jungle Book

G. and W. Grossmith: The Diary of a Nobody

George Du Maurier: Trilby

Claude Debussy: L’Après Midi d’un Faune

Gustav Mahler: Symphony No.2
(Resurrection)

J.W. Blake and C.B. Lawlor: The Sidewalks
of New York

1893
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec : Jane Avril

John Belcher: Institute of Chartered
Accountants, London

J.H. Chamberlain: Birmingham School of Art

Havelock Ellis: Studies in the
Psychology of Sex

Oscar Wilde: Salome
(illustrated by Aubrey Beardsley)

W.B. Yeats: The Celtic Twilight

Lucy Broadwood and J.A. Fuller-Maitland:
English Country Songs

Antonin Dvorak, Symphony No.6
(From the New World)

Giuseppe Verdi: Falstaff

1892
Victor Horta: Hotel Tassel, Brussels

Henrik Ibsen: The Master Builder

Rudyard Kipling: Barrack Room Ballads

Ruggiero Leoncavallo: I pagliacci

Peter Tchaikovsky: The Nutcracker

Albert Chevalier: Wot Cher! (Knocked ’Em
in the Old Kent Road)

Henry Dacre: Daisy Bell

Joseph Tabrar: Daddy Wouldn’t Buy Me
a Bow Wow

1891
Sidney Barnsley: Church of the Holy
Wisdom, Lower Kingswood, Surrey

Philip Webb: Standen

Thomas Hardy: Tess of the Durbevilles

William Morris: News from Nowhere

Oscar Wilde: The Picture of Dorian Gray

Henry J. Sayers: Ta-ra-ra-Boom-de-ay

1890
Herman Hollerith: Census tabulator

Ewan Christian: National Portrait Gallery,
London

Richard Norman Shaw: 170 Queen’s Gate,
London

Louis Sullivan: Wainwright Building,
St Louis

James Frazer: The Golden Bough

Henrik Ibsen: Hedda Gabler

Rudyard Kipling: The Light that Failed

Pietro Mascagni: Cavalleria Rusticana

Richard Strauss: Death and Transfiguration

1889
Burnham and Root: Monadnock Building,
Chicago

T. E. Collcutt: Palace Theatre, London

Gustave Eiffel: Eiffel Tower, Paris

William Leiper: Templeton Carpet
Factory, Glasgow

Camillo Sitte: Der Städtebau

Jerome K. Jerome: Three Men in a Boat

Gilbert and Sullivan: The Gondoliers

1888
Paul Gaugin: After the Sermon

Vincent van Gogh: The Night Café

J.D. Sedding: Holy Trinity, Sloane Street,
London

Frederick William Stevens: Victoria
Terminus, Mumbai

Rudyard Kipling: Plain Tales from the
Hills

Mrs Humphrey Ward: Robert Elsmere

Erik Satie: Gymnopédies

1887
T.E. Colcutt: Imperial Institute, South
Kensington (to 1893)

McKim, Mead and White: Boston Public
Library

H.H. Richardson: Marshall Field Ware-
house, Chicago

Arthur Conan-Doyle: A Study in Scarlet

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov: Sheherazade

John Stainer: The Crucifixion

1886
Georges Seurat: Sunday afternoon on the
Grande Jatte

G.F. Watts: Hope

Aston Webb and Ingress Bell: Law Courts,
Birmingham

Thomas Hardy: The Mayor of Casterbridge

Arthur Rimbaud: Les Illuminations

R.L. Stevenson: The Strange Case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Peppino Turco and Luigi Denza:
Funiculì, Funiculà

1885
Paul Cézanne: Mont Sainte-Victoire

Alfred Gilbert: Shaftesbury Memorial,
‘Eros’

Auguste Rodin: The Burghers of Calais

H.H. Richardson: Glessner House, Chicago

H. Rider Haggard: King Solomon’s Mines

Emil Zola: Germinal

Gilbert and Sullivan: The Mikado

George Ware: The Boy I Love is up in
the Gallery

1884
Philip Webb: Clouds House (designed
1877, second design 1879-80,
built 1881-86)

Auguste Renoir: Les Parapluies

John Singer Sargent: Madame X

G.F. Bodley and T. Garner: Hewell Grange,
Worcestershire

J.K. Huysmans: A Rebours

William Morris: A Dream of John Ball

Arnold Toynbee: The Industrial Revolution

1883
Ilya Yefimovitch Repin: The Return of
the Exile

J.F. Bentley: Holy Rood, Watford

William LeBaron Jenney: Home Insurance Co.,
Chicago, 10-storey steel frame skyscraper

Antonio Gaudí: Sagrada Familia,
Barcelona (to 1929)

Augustus and Washington Roebling:
Brooklyn Bridge (begun 1870)

Richard Burton (translator):
The Karma Sutra

Friedrich Nietzsche: Also Sprach Zarathustra

R.L. Stevenson: Treasure Island

Johannes Brahms: Symphony No.3

1882
Edouard Manet: A Bar at the Folies
Bergères

Century Guild founded by A.H. Mackmurdo
and Herbert Horne

Richard Jeffries: Bevis, the Story of a Boy

Guy de Maupassant: Mademoiselle Fifi

George Bernard Shaw: Cashel Byron’s
Profession

Richard Wagner: Parsifal

1881
William Burges: Castell Coch, Glamorgan

Henrik Ibsen: Ghosts

Henry James: Portrait of a Lady

Oscar Wilde: Poems

Jacques Offenbach: Tales of Hoffmann

1880
Auguste Rodin: The Gates of Hell (to 1917)

Christian Jank and Eduard Riedel: Schloss
Neuchwanstein, Germany

J.L. Pearson: Truro Cathedral
(finished 1910)

H.H. Richardson, Crane Memorial Library,
Quincy, Massachussets

R. Norman Shaw and others, Bedford
Park, Chiswick

Joel Chandler Harris: Unc le Remus

James Thomson: The City of Dreadful
Night and Other Poems

1879
J.L. Pearson: Truro Cathedral (to 1910)

W. F. Unsworth: Shakespeare Theatre,
Stratford-upon-Avon

Henrik Ibsen: A Doll’s House

George Meredith: The Egoist

Bedrich Smetana: Má Vlast

James Bland: Golden Slippers

1878
Thomas Hardy: The Return of the Native

Henry James: The Europeans

Gilbert and Sullivan: H.M.S. Pinafore

1899
Claude Monet: first Water Lilies

Basil Champneys: Rylands Library,
Manchester

Louis Sullivan: Carson Pirie Scott Store,
Chicago

C.F.A. Voysey: The Orchard, Chorley Wood

Aston Webb: Victoria and Albert Museum
(to 1909)

Otto Wagner: Maijolicahaus, Vienna

W. B. Yeats: The Wind Among the Reeds

Edward Elgar: Variations on an original
theme, ‘Enigma’

Maurice Ravel: Pavane pour une infante
défunte

Second Boer War (to 1902)

Fray Bentos Corned Beef

Bassett’s Liquorice Allsorts



Alexander Graham Bell: ‘Mr Watson come
here. I want you’ first telephone call

Karl von Linde: First effective Refrigerator

Slater and Bullock: Lettered Rock

Franc is Edgar Stanley: Airbrush

William Thompson (Lord Kelvin):
Analogue Computer

British purchase of 40% of Suez Canal
shares

Captain Webb swims Channel

Heinz Ketchup

Fry’s Easter Eggs

Thomas Edison: Mimeograph

Benjamin Disraeli, PM (Conservative)

Jesse Boot expands family shop in
Nottingham

Joseph Glidden: Barbed wire manufacture

George F. Green: Electric Dental Drill

H.J. Lawson: Safety Bicycle

Henry S. Parmelee: Fire Sprinkler

Ashanti War

Women’s Right to Child Custody in
divorce proceedings

Dreikaierbund upholds autocratic
government

Discovery of Ebers papyrus – oldest
known medical work

Ballot Act

Licensing Act

First FA Cup Final (Wanderers defeat
Royal Engineers)

William Lawrence: Cream Cheese

George Westinghouse: Railway Air Brake

British University Religious Tests abolished

Bank Holidays introduced UK

Franco-Prussian War ends. Germany
annexes Alsace-Lorraine, Paris Commune

Forster Education Act
(education as a public service)

First Married Women’s Property Act

Franco-Prussian War

John D. Rockefeller founds Standard Oil

James Starley: Pennyfarthing bicycle

Benjamin Tugh Tilghman: Sandblasting

Opening of Suez Canal

D.I. Mendeleyev: Periodic Table of the
Elements

O.A. North: Clothes Hanger

Birdsill Holly: Fire Hydrant

John Wesley Hyatt: Celluloid

Hippolyte Mège-Mouries: Margarine

Benjamin Disraeli, PM (Conservative)

William Gladstone, PM (Liberal)

Margaret Knight: Square Bottom Paper Bag

Christopher Sholes: QWERTY keyboard

Second Reform Act

Dominion of Canada proclaimed

Samuel B. Fay: Paperclip

Joseph Monier: Reinforced Concrete

Lord Derby, PM (Conservative)
Prussians defeat Austrians at Sadowa
Venice ceded to Italy by Austria

Queensbury Rules for Boxing

Gregor Mendel: Experiments in Plant
Hybridisation
Nestlé launches Formula Milk
Andrew Rankin: Urinal

Lord John Russell, PM (Whig-Liberal)

‘Red Flag Act’ for steam carriages

Alfred Nobel: ‘Blasting Cap’

Papal Encyclical: Syllabus Errorum

Denmark cedes Schleswig and Holstein
to Prussia

Co-Operative Wholesale Society founded

First International Workingmen’s Association

James Clerk Maxwell describes electro-
magnetic field

Emancipation of American Slaves

W. Whiteley ‘The Universal Provider’
department store

Metropolitan Railway opens, London

James Caleb Jackson: Granula breakfast
cereal

Four-wheeled roller skates

International Exhibition, London

Gatling gun patented

Kingdom of Italy proclaimed

Emancipation of Serfs in Russia

Start of American Civil War

Withdrawal of paper tax in UK makes
newspapers cheaper

Postcard patented, USA

Pierre and Ernst Michaux: first pedal bicycle

Solvay Process for washing soda

Garibaldi enters Naples

Cadbury’s Drinking Chocolate

Jeremiah Smith invents self-adhesive
envelope

Benjamin Tyler Henry: Repeating Rifle

Lord Palmerston, PM (Whig, to 1865)

Edwin Drake: First Oil Well, Pennsylvania

Lord Derby PM (Conservative, to 1859)

India Act (transfers administration from
East India Company to British Crown)

I.K. Brunel: S. S. Great Eastern launched

John Mason: Mason Jar

Ezra Warner: First Can Opener

Indian Mutiny (to 1858)

Matrimonial Causes Act (divorce courts)

Henry Creswicke Rawlinson deciphers
Cuniform

Joseph Gayetty: Rolled Toilet Paper

Joseph Pullman: Pullman Sleeping Car

Joint Stock Companies Act

Gail Borden: Condensed Milk

Neanderthal man discovered

Mass production of Singer Sewing Machines

Henry Bessemer patents Steel converter

1876
L.C. Boileau: Le Bon Marché, Paris

Frank Furness: Pennsylvania Academy of
the Fine Arts

Mark Twain: Tom Sawyer

Henrik Ibsen, Peer Gynt, with music by
Edvard Grieg

Anton Bruckner: Symphony No.5

Richard Wagner: Complete Ring Cycle
performed

Henry Clay Work: My Grandfather’s Clock

1875
William Burges: Tower House, Kensington
(to 1880)

Basil Champneys: Newnham College,
Cambridge (to 1935)

E.R. Robson: Banner Street Primary
School, Hackney

John Keble: Sermons for the Christian
Year

Anthony Trollope: The Way We Live Now

Georges Bizet: Carmen

Gilbert and Sullivan: Trial by Jury

1874
Edgar Degas: Ballet Rehearsal

Luke Fildes: Applicants for Admission to
the Casual Ward

J. A. McN. Whistler: Nocturne in Black
and Gold: Falling Rocket

Thomas Hardy: Far from the Madding
Crowd

Modest Mussorgsky: Boris Gudunov/
Pictures at an Exhibition

Giuseppe Verdi: Requiem

1873
Edgar Degas: The Cotton Office

Richard Norman Shaw: Grims Dyke, Harrow

Alfred Waterhouse: Natural History
Museum (to1881)

Walter Pater: Studies in the History of
the Renaissance

Arthur Rimbaud: Une Saison en Enfer

Leo Tolstoy: Anna Karenina

Eben E. Radford and Hart Pease Danks:
Silver Threads Among the Gold

1872
Claude Monet: Impression – Sunrise

J.A. McN. Whistler: The Artist’s Mother

O. Brückwald: Bayreuth, Festspielhaus
(to 1876)

Samuel Butler, Erehwon

Thomas Hardy: Under the Greenwood Tree

Edward Ernest Brown and John Farmer:
Forty Years On

1871
G.F. Bodley and Thomas Garner:
Holy Angels, Hoar Cross (to 1877)

Jules Saulnier: Menier Chocolate Factory,
Noisiel-sur-Seine, France

E. Burne-Jones: The Beguiling of Merlin

Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking Glass

Charles Darwin: The Descent of Man

George Eliot: Middlemarch

George MacDonald: At the Back of the
North Wind

John Ruskin: Fors Clavigera (to 1884)

Edward Caswall and Sir John Goss: See,
Amid the Winter’s Snow

1870
J.L. Pearson: St Augustine, Kilburn

R. Norman Shaw: Cragside (to 1885)

G.F. Bodley and Thomas Garner:
St Augustine, Pendelbury (to 1874)

Charles Dickens: The Mystery of
Edwin Drood

Jules Verne: Twenty Thousand Leagues
under the Sea

Léo Delibes: Coppelia

1869
P.A. Renoir: La Grenouilliére

Matthew Arnold: Culture and Anarchy

R.D. Blackmore: Lorna Doone

J. Brahms: A German Requiem

Richard Wagner: Das Rheingold

Joseph Wilkins: Little Brown Jug

1868
L. Alma-Tadema: A Roman Art Lover

W.H. Barlow: St Pancras Train Shed

William Burges: Cardiff Castle
(completed 1888)

Alfred Waterhouse: Manchester Town Hall
(to 1877)

Wilkie Collins: The Moonstone

Friedrich Nietzsche: Twilight of the Idols

Johannes Brahms: A German Requiem

Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger
von Nürnberg

1867
William Butterfield: Keble College,
Oxford (to 1883)

Francis Fowke: Albert Hall, London

Walter Bagehot: The English Constitution

Karl Marx: Das Kapital, vol.1

Johann Strauss: Blue Danube Waltz

H.J. Whymark and Alfred Lee:
Champagne Charlie

1866
George Somers Clarke: General Credit and
Discount Company, Lothbury

G.E. Street: Royal Courts of Justice,
London (to 1882)

Alfred Waterhouse: Strangeways Prison,
Manchester

Elizabeth Gaskell: Wives and Daughters

J.H. Newman: The Dream of Gerontius

1865
Albert Moore: The Marble Seat

Cuthbert Brodrick: Grand Hotel,
Scarborough

Giuseppe Mengoni: Galleria Vittorio
Emmanuele, Milan

G.G. Scott: St. Pancras Chambers

Lewis Carroll: Alice in Wonderland

Charles Dickens: Our Mutual Friend

Richard Wagner: Tristan und Isolde

1864
G.F. Bodley: All Saints, Cambridge
(designed 1862)

Peter Ellis: Oriel Chambers, Liverpool

Edward Welby Pugin: St Francis, Gorton,
Manchester

Fyodor Dostoyevsky: Notes from the
Underground

J.H. Newman: Apologia pro Vita Sua

Leo Tolstoy: War and Peace (first part)

Robert Lowry: Shall We Gather at the River?

1863
Edouard Manet: Le Déjeuner sur l’Herbe

Sir Charles Barry: Halifax Town Hall

William Burges: St Finn Barr Cathedral,
Cork

Sir George Gilbert Scott: Albert Memorial,
London (to 1872)

Ernest Renan: The Life of Jesus

Hector Berlioz: The Trojans at Carthage

William Johnson Cory and Algernon
Drummond: Eton Boating Song

1862
Edouard Manet: Olympia

J.A. McN. Whistler: The White Girl

Sir Joseph Bazalgette: Thames Embankment
(to 1874)

H.A. Darbishire: Peabody Flats,
Commercial Street, London

Sir George Gilbert Scott: Government
Offices, Whitehall (to 1873)

Victor Hugo: Les Misérables

John Stuart Mill: Utilitarianism

Christina Rossetti: Goblin Market and
other Poems

I.S. Turgenyev: Fathers and Sons

Franz Liszt: Mephisto Waltz No.1

1861
Cuthbert Brodrich: Corn Exchange, Leeds

Charles Garnier: Opéra, Paris (to 1875)

J.I. Hittorff: Gare du Nord, Paris

Isabella Beeton: Household Management

Charles Dickens: Great Expectations

1860
Deane and Woodward: Trinity College
Museum, Dublin

Godfrey Thomas Greene: Sheerness
Boat Store

George Edmund Street: St James the
Less, Vauxhall Bridge Road

Wilkie Collins: The Woman in White

George Eliot: The Mill on the Floss

John Ruskin: Unto this Last

William Whiting: Eternal Father,
Strong to Save

1859
Thomas Deane and Benjamin Woodward:
The Oxford Museum (designed 1854,
built 1855-60)

William Dyce: Pegwell Bay

I.K. Brunel: Saltash Bridge

Sir George Gilbert Scott: All Souls,
Haley Hill, Halifax

Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson: St Vincent
Street Church, Glasgow

Philip Webb: Red House, Bexleyheath

Charles Darwin: On the Origin of Species

Edward Fitzgerald: The Rubáiyát of Omar
Khyayám

John Stuart Mill: On Liberty

Charles Gounod: Faust

1858
Alfred Stevens: Wellington Monument,
St Paul’s Cathedral

Benjamin Bucknall: Woodchester Park,
Gloucestershire

Cuthbert Brodrick: Leeds Town Hall

Owen Jones: Osler’s Shop, London

Alexander Thomson: St Vincent Street
Church, Glasgow

Oliver Wendell Holmes: The Autocrat of
the Breakfast Table

Jasques Offenbach: Orpheus in the
Underworld

1857
Oxford Union Murals (Rossetti, Burne-
Jones, Morris et al.)

Edward Middleton Barry: Royal Opera
House, Covent Garden

Sydney Smirke: British Museum
Reading Room

Charles Baudelaire: Les Fleurs du Mal

Thomas Hughes: Tom Brown’s Schooldays

Anthony Trollope: Barchester Towers

James Lord Pierpont: Jingle Bells

1856
W.P. Frith: Derby Day

W. Holman Hunt: The Scapegoat

J.E. Millais: Autumn Leaves

George Devey: Betteshanger House, Kent

Alexander Thomson: Holmwood House,
Cathcart, Glasgow

Gustave Flaubert: Madame Bovary

Owen Jones: Grammar of Ornament

1877
E.W. Godwin: The White House, Chelsea
(for Whistler)

George Gilbert Scott, Jr.: St Agnes,
Kennington

Richard Norman Shaw and others:
Bedford Park, Chiswick

Henry James: The American

Anna Sewell: Black Beauty

P. Tchaikovsky: Swan Lake

Second Afghan War

Victoria dec lared Empress of India

First Test Cricket Match, Melbourne

First All England Tennis Championships,
Wimbledon

Thomas Edison:
Phonograph/Carbon Microphone

Joseph Lister: first antiseptic operation



Crimean War (to 1856)

Working Men’s College, London

David Alfer: Spectrum Analysis

Fry’s Chocolate Stick

Elisha Graves Otis: Elevator Passenger
Safety System

Lord Aberdeen, PM (Coalition, to 1855)

G.E. Haussman appointed Prefect of the
Seine Department, responsible for the
planning of Paris

Commodore Perry lands in Japan

George Crum: ‘Saratoga’ Potato Chip

Lord Derby, PM (Conservative, to
December 1852)
Second Empire proclaimed in France

First pillar box at St Helier, Jersey
Butchers’ Guild of Frankfurt introduces
frankfurters
Henri Giffard flies first steam-powered
airship

Great Exhibition, Hyde Park

Over 50% of British population lives in cities

Baron von Reuter founds news agency

Coup d’Etat by President Louis-Napoléon
Bonaparte in France

W.H. Fox Talbot: flash photography

Foucault’s Pendulum proves earth’s rotation

Australian Colonies Act
(virtual self-government)

Rudolf Clausius: Second Law of
Thermodynamics

Francis Bakewell: ‘Copying telegraph’
(predecessor of fax and TV)

Levi Strauss invents Jeans

California Gold Rush

Walter Hunt: Safety Pin

M. Jolly-Bellin invents dry c leaning

Chartist demonstration, Kennington

Overthrow of ‘July Monarchy’ in France,
Second Republic established

Street fighting in Milan against
Austrian rule

‘Republic of St Mark’ established in Venice

Further revolutionary activity in Berlin,
Prague and Vienna

Collapse of Second Railway
Investment Boom

Mexican War (USA)

Lord John Russell, PM (Whig)

Corn Laws repealed

Michael Faraday discovers diamagnetism

Outbreak of potato blight creates The
Great Famine in Ireland, lasting to 1851
causing 1m deaths.

Mass emigration in Ireland

Rochdale Equitable Pioneers found
Co-Operative Movement

Charles Goodyear: Vulcanised Rubber

Bank Charter Act

Third Improvement Act allows for
purchase of land for public park at
Birkenhead, designed by Joseph Paxton

Builder magazine

Richard Hoe: Rotary Printing Press

Mines Act (forbids employment of
women and children)

Treaty of Nanking ends ‘Opium War’

Chinese ‘Treaty Ports’ opened

Crawford Long discovers Ether Anaesthesia

Joseph Dart: Steam-powered grain
elevator

Sir Robert Peel PM (Tory)

Hong Kong seized by British in Opium War

Punch magazine

I.K. Brunel: Box Tunnel, Gloucestershire
completed

Marriage of Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha

Treaty of Waitangi between Maori chiefs
and British

Penny Post inaugurated

Anti-Corn Law League

Chartist ‘Monster Petition’ presented to
House of Commons (July)

Treaty of London creates independent
Belgium

Sir William Robert Groves conceives
Hydrogen Fuel Cell

People’s Charter drawn up

Regular Atlantic steamship service: SS
Great Western
First Afghan War (to 1842)

Hiram Moore: Combine Harvester

London-Birmingham railway opened
Jöns Jackob Berzelius discovers proteins

Queen Victoria ascends throne

Louis Daguerre develops Daguerrotype

Samuel Morse: Electric Telegraph

Rowland Hill: Postage Stamp

Railway construction boom

Avalanche in Lewes, East Sussex

The Great Trek (Boer settlers form
Cape Colony)

Lord Melbourne PM (Whig)

Munic ipal Corporations Act

Charles Darwin visits Galapagos Islands
on board H.M.S. Beagle

Charles Babbage: Calculator

Henry Fox Talbot: Colotype Photograph

Joseph Henry: Electrical Relay Switch

King William IV (from 1830)

Charles, Viscount Grey, PM (Whig);
Robert Peel PM (Tory)

Prosecution of ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’

John Avery and Hiram Pitts: improved
Threshing Machine

1854
W.P. Frith: Ramsgate Sands

W. Holman Hunt: The Light of the World;
The Awakening Conscience

I.K. Brunel: Paddington Station

R.C. Carpenter: Lancing College (begun)

Deane & Woodward: Museum, Trinity
College, Dublin

Charles Dickens: Hard Times

Henry Thoreau: Walden

Hector Berlioz: L’Enfance du Christ

1853
Victor Baltard: Les Halles Centrales, Paris

Cuthbert Broderick: Leeds Town Hall

Edward Walters: Free Trade Hall,
Manchester

Matthew Arnold: Poems (including
The Scholar Gipsy)

Elizabeth Gaskell: Cranford

Giuseppe Verdi: La Traviata

Stephen Foster: My Old Kentucky Home

1852
Ford Madox Brown: The Last of England;
Work

J.E. Millias: Ophelia

Lewis Cubitt: King’s Cross Station

Charles Dickens: Bleak House

Harriet Beecher Stowe: Unc le Tom’s Cabin

Robert Schumann: Manfred overture

Henry Foster: Home, Sweet Home

1851
Edwin Landseer: The Monarch of the Glen

Lockwood and Mawson: Saltaire
(mill and model town), Bradford

Joseph Paxton: The Crystal Palace

Herman Melville: Moby Dick

John Ruskin: The Stones of Venice
(to 1853)

Stephen Foster: Old Folks at Home

1850
J.E. Millais: Christ in the House of
his Parents

George Devey: Cottages at Penshurst,
Kent

Robert Stephenson: Newcastle High Level
Bridge

Elizabeth Barrett Browning: Poems
(including Sonnets from the Portugese)

Alfred Tennyson: In Memoriam

William Wordsworth: The Prelude

Richard Wagner: Lohengrin

1849
Gustave Courbet: Burial at Ornans

D.G. Rossetti: Ecce Anc illa Domini

James Bogardus: Laing Store, New York City

J.B. Bunning, Coal Exchange, London

William Butterfield: All Saints, Margaret
Street, London (to 1859)

Henry Roberts: Model Lodging house,
Streatham Street, Bloomsbury

John Ruskin: The Seven Lamps of
Architecture

Charles Dickens: David Copperfield

Teodoro Cottrall: Santa Luc ia

1848
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood founded

Michael Gottlieb Bindesbøll: Thorvaldsen
Museum, Copenhagen

W.M. Thackeray: Vanity Fair

Anne Brontë: The Tenant of Wildfell Hall

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels: Manifesto
of the Communist Party

John Stuart Mill: Principles of Political
Economy

Stephen Foster: Oh! Susanna

1847
Shakespeare’s house in Stratford
purchased for preservation

Decimus Burton and Richard Turner:
Palm House, Kew Gardens

François Duquesnoy: Gare de l’Est, Paris
(to 1852)

Sir Robert Smirke: The British Museum
(begun 1823)

Charlotte Brontë: Jane Eyre

Emily Brontë: Wuthering Heights

Henry Francis Lyle: Abide with Me

1846
John Dobson: Central Station, Newcastle
(to 1855)

Jesse Hartley: Albert Dock, Liverpool

G.M. Kemp: Scott Monument, Edinburgh

A.W.N. Pugin: St Augustine, Ramsgate

Edward Lear: A Book of Nonsense

Herman Melville: Typee

Hector Berlioz: The Damnation of Faust

Felix Mendelsohn: Elijah

1845
Robert Stephenson and William Fairbairn:
Britannia Rail Bridge, Menai Straits

Friedrich Engels: The Condition of the
Working Class in England

Alexander von Humboldt: Kosmos
(completed 1862)

Edgar Allen Poe: Tales of Mystery and
Imagination

Richard Wagner: Tannhaüser

1844
J.M.W. Turner: Rain, Steam and Speed

Charles Robert Cockerell: Bank of
England Branch Banks, Bristol, Liverpool,
Manchester

Henry Roberts: London Bridge Station

Sir William Tite: Royal Exchange, London

William Barnes: Rural Life in Dorset
Dialect

Charles Dickens: Martin Chuzzlewit

Benjamin Disraeli: Coningsby

Giuseppe Verdi: Hernani

1843
George Borrow: The Bible in Spain

Thomas Carlyle: Past and Present

John Ruskin: Modern Painters, vol.1

R. Surtees: Handley Cross

Henri Labrouste: Bibliotheque Ste
Geneviève, Paris

M.W. Balfe: The Bohemian Girl

1842
Charles Robert Cockerell: Cambridge
University Library

J. W. Wild: Christ Church, Streatham

Alfred Tennyson, Locksley Hall

Felix Mendelsohn: Symphony No.3
(The Scottish)

1841
C.R. Cockerell, Ashmolean Museum and
Taylorian Institute, Oxford

Harvey Lonsdale Elmes: St George’s Hall,
Liverpool

A.W.N. Pugin, St Augustine, Cheadle

Dion Bouccicault: London Assurance

Ralph Waldo Emerson: Essays

J.H. Newman: Tract 90

1840
Francis Danby: The Deluge

J.M.W. Turner: The Slave Ship

William Railton: Nelson’s Column
(to 1843)

R.H. Barham: The Ingoldsby Legends

Robert Browning: Sordello

James Fennimore Cooper: The Pathfinder

Franz Liszt first performs in London

Robert Schumann, Dichterliebe

1839
Art Journal founded

Charles Darwin: Journal of Researches
into the Geology and Natural History of
Various Countries visited by H.M.S. Beagle

Charles Dickens: Nicholas Nickleby

Frederick Chopin: Piano Sonata No.2
(‘Funeral Marche’)

Robert Schumann: Arabesque in C

1838
J.M.W. Turner: The Fighting Téméraire

I.K. Brunel: Maidenhead Railway Bridge

William Wilkins: The National Gallery,
London

Lady Charlotte Guest (tr): The Mabinogion

R.W. Surtees: Jorrocks’ Jaunts and Jollities

Robert Schumann, Kreisleriana

1837
Edwin Landseer: The Old Shepherd’s
Chief Mourner

George Basevi: Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge

Philip Hardwick: Euston Arch

A.W.N. Pugin: Scarisbrick Hall, Lancashire
(to 1845)

Anthony Salvin: Scotney Castle, Kent
(to 1844)

Thomas Carlyle: The French Revolution

Charles Dickens: Oliver Twist

Hector Berlioz: Grande Messe des Morts

Henry Russell: Woodman, Spare That Tree

1836
Samuel Colt: Revolver

A.D. Philips: ‘Locofoco’ match

R.W. Jearrad: Queen’s Hotel, Cheltenham

A.W.N. Pugin: St Marie’s Grange, Salisbury

Leo von Klenze: Alte Pinakotek, Munich
(begun 1826)

Joseph Paxton: Conservatory,
Chatsworth House

Charles Dickens: The Posthumous Papers
of the Pickwick Club

Frederick Marryat: Mr Midshipman Easy

1835
Select Committee of Arts and
Manufactures

Palace of Westminster competition

Hans Christian Andersen: Fairy Tales

Honoré de Balzac: Le Père Goriot

Domenico Donizetti: Lucia di Lammermoor

‘Alphabet song’ published by Charles
Bradlee, Boston

1834
Charles Barry: The Reform Club
(designed 1837, completed 1843)

Thomas Cole: The Course of Empire series

John Constable: Old Sarum

Eugene Delacroix: Women of Algiers

Foundation of Institute of British
Architects

J.C. Loudon: Architectural Magazine

Anthony Salvin: Harlaxton Hall,
Lincolnshire

William Wilkins: National Gallery, London

Harrison Ainsworth: Rookwood

Edward Bulwer Lytton: The Last Days
of Pompeii

1855
Richard Dadd: The Fairy Fella’s Masterstroke

Frederick Leighton: Cimabue’s Celebrated
Madonna

I. K. Brunel: Royal Albert Bridge, Saltash,
Cornwall

Robert Browning: Men and Women

Elizabeth Gaskell: North and South

Henry Longfellow: The Song of Hiawatha

Walt Whitman: Leaves of Grass

Lord Palmerston PM (Whig, to 1858)

Limited Liability Act

International Exhibition, Paris

Alexander Parkes invents first
synthetic plastic


