DE LA WARR m Better Conversations
PAVILION with aphasia

ARTIST OPPORTUNITY - ART & APHASIA: ENJOYING BETTER CONVERSATIONS

Project dates: April 2020 — February 2021
Artist Fee and materials: £2,500

Additional budget: £200 for travel expenses (the opportunity is open to artists living
in East Sussex and Brighton)

Application deadline: Monday 6 April, 12 noon

About the project:

From April 2020 to February 2021, the De La Warr Pavilion (DLWP) will work in
partnership with an artist, researchers from the University College London (UCL)
Department of Language and Cognition and Say Aphasia (SA) to co-design and
pilot Art & Aphasia: Enjoying Better Conversations (A&A) — a six week course for
people with aphasia* and their friends and family members, which aims to develop
helpful communication strategies and creative skills.

Multiple studies have shown the arts can help people stay well, recover faster and
manage long-term conditions. The ambition of A&A is to improve the lives of people
with aphasia by piloting co-production, and developing and sharing knowledge
across the arts and health sectors. A&A will move UCL's existing Better
Conversations with Aphasia (BCA) training program beyond the constraint of the
traditional sickness/cure model of stroke healthcare. A&A aims to embed culture
and creativity into people’s everyday lives, enhance wellbeing, reduce loneliness,
increase confidence and support and champion enjoyable conversations.

We are seeking an inspiring artist with experience in developing participatory and
socially engaged art projects, working collaboratively and enabling the ideas and
learning of others.



Key tasks and responsibilities

The artist will work as part of a design group consisting of UCL researchers, a
speech and language therapist, DLWP Head of Learning & Participation and four
people with aphasia, to

e attend 7 planning and review meetings

e co-design the creative aspect of the 6 week course

o facilitate the creative aspect of the 6 week course (the speech and language
therapist will deliver the communication training aspects of the course)

e contribute to conversations about how best to capture benefits to participants
and evaluate the project.

The 6 week course will be delivered at DLWP, in dialogue with the exhibitions
programme, with approximately 10 participants in August-September 2020 and
repeat in November-December 2020 with a new cohort.

A fee of £2,500 is available to cover attendance at 6 planning and review meetings,
research, planning, preparation and facilitation of 12 sessions (2 x 6 week courses),
and materials. There is an additional £200 for travel expenses (the opportunity is
open to artists living in East Sussex and Brighton).

This Description is a guide to the nature of the work required. It is not wholly
comprehensive or restrictive and does not form part of the contract of employment.

Person Specification

DLWP is committed to creating opportunities that are accessible and welcoming to
all. As such we encourage candidates from a broad range of backgrounds.

Essential Skills and Qualities:
« Awareness of issues facing people with aphasia
e Genuine desire to work with, and take on board the ideas and views of others

« Minimum of 2 years direct experience of leading participatory and socially

engaged art projects

« An ability to think and plan creatively, critically and strategically st



« Effective communication, analytical and organisational skills
e Excellent quality of art practice

e Empathic

e Patient
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» Experience of working with people with communication disorders

Application Procedure

This opportunity is open to artists living in East Sussex and Brighton. It is funded
through University College London’s Knowledge Exchange and Innovation Fund.

Your application should include two elements:
1. a single PDF containing:

e a 400 word statement outlining why you are applying for this role and your
approach to the project

e a one page CV, including two referees
« 6 images and concise descriptions of two recent and relevant projects

2. A 2 minute talking head film (mov or . mp4 file) outlining your approach to the
project — this will be viewed by people with aphasia as part of the shortlisting
process

Please submit your pdf file (title: your name) and 2 min film (title: your name) via
https://wetransfer.com/ to DLWP Head of Learning & Participation
Ashley.Mccormick@dlwp.com, with the subject line: Art & Aphasia Artist

Opportunity.
Deadline: Monday 6 April, 12 noon.

Informal interviews will be held on Thursday 21 April, at the DLWP, with the project
commencing soon after. The interview panel will include people with aphasia


mailto:Ashley.Mccormick@dlwp.com

Assessment
The selection of the successful applicant will be based on the following criteria:
e Quality and clarity of the film and statement outlining their approach

« Experience of working collaboratively and enabling the ideas and learning of
others

* Match with essential skills and qualities

About aphasia

* Aphasia is a communication disorder that affects a person’s ability to understand
speech, speak, read, write and use numbers. It can happen after a stroke or
following a brain injury and approximately 900 people a year newly acquire aphasia
in the Rother District. People with aphasia continue to live with profound
communication difficulties for years; some may improve but there is no cure. While
most people receive a short block of aphasia rehabilitation with a speech and
language therapist, local services have had their funding halved in the last year and
there is limited specialist communication support once people return home, placing
them at great risk of social isolation and depression. For personal reflections from
people living with aphasia follow these links:

The Fence Painter: https://youtu.be/Jfv3BT6mBRO
What is aphasia: https://youtu.be/rSadGvP-3n4

About project partners

De La Warr Pavilion is a centre for contemporary arts and culture in an iconic
modernist building by the sea. It was designed in 1935 by Erich Mendelsohn and
Serge Chermayeff, as ‘the people’s pavilion for art and culture’.

DLWP believes that the arts, heritage and creativity are vital tools for making
positive changes in society and produces inclusive cultural learning and
participation opportunities created through collective deliberation and action. We
deliver against local, regional, national and global agendas in relation to exhibitions
and live programming, as well as to the building’s architectural significance. We
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foster connections, curiosity, understanding, skills, creative potential, motivation
and agency, corresponding with our civic role to combat social inequalities and
develop healthier communities and better futures.

University College London Department of Language and Cognition is engaged in
forefront research in human speech, language and communication. Our interests
include core issues in the development of spoken and written language, the
cognitive bases of language in adults, the inter-relationship of language with other
cognitive systems, and impairments of language and communication across the
lifespan. The profile of the department is multidisciplinary, consisting of 27 scholars
with backgrounds in psychology, linguistics, speech-language therapy, and
education. The Better Conversations Lab, headed by Dr Suzanne Beeke, aims to
develop and test new evidence-based speech and language therapy training
programs to support people with communication disorders across the lifespan to
have enjoyable conversations with family and friends, and to communicate to the
best of their ability at home, in education, at work and during health and social care
encounters. Our flagship training program, Better Conversations with Aphasia is
hosted by UCLeXtend, a life learning platform, and currently has over 4000 users
worldwide. We recently hosted our first Better Conversations Conference for speech
and language therapists, with 50 delegates from across the world.

Say Aphasia is a Sussex-based UK charity founded by Colin Lyall in 2016, run by
people with aphasia for people with aphasia. Say Aphasia makes a difference by
offering additional support to:

. Adjust to living with aphasia.

. Meet like-minded people who are experiencing a similar life change.

. Make new life-long friends.

. Gain tips and advice from others with aphasia.

. Gain confidence to socialise and communicate as best they can.

. Re-gain independence as much as they can.

. Reduce loneliness.

. Access support in a relaxed and welcoming environment.

. Access art and singing classes with therapeutic benefits to aid relaxation and
self-expression.



