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“Sticks are not anly
possilily the oldest toys.
They’re possihly the best!”

Description of a stick on display in the Hall of Fame at
The Strong National Museum of Play, New York
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This resource was made to support home and school
learning around Stick Man - an award-winning theatre
show produced by Freckle Productions and performed
as part of a national tour at the De La Warr Pavilion in
Bexhill on Sea, December 2021.
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The story of Stick Man is rich in potential for language & communication learning
both in school and in home and outdoor environments.

Here are some ideas for Stick Man-related fun and games.
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Stild Fun & GAMES
Man m\/ dUE'»S ST EIEVEr

In Julia Donaldson & Axel Scheffler’s Stick Man, the amazing
adventures begin when Stick Man meets a clever dog.

Have you ever met a clever dog? Maybe even an UNBELIEVABLY
clever dog?

Take turns to make up claims about how clever your dog is -
even if you haven't got one!

For example
My dog’s so clever he can play the guitar.
Well MY dog'’s so clever she’s a doctor.

Make the game a competition by trying to ‘top’ the previous player
to see who can tell the biggest whopper!

For example

Oh Yes? Well MY dog’s so clever he can play the guitar AND
compose beautiful songs.

So your dog’s a doctor, is she? Well MY dog’s a world-famous
brain surgeon!
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Sti E k FLIN & GAMES Apart from being great fun, rhyming stories like Stick Man help
to develop children’s phonic awareness as well as their overall

mal'\ R |1\/ m ES understanding of both spoken and written language.

Here are some fun rhyme activities to try.

Match the sticks

Write some of the rhyming words from Stick Man on lolly sticks. For
example, write jog’ on one lolly stick and ‘dog’ on another. Then mix them
up and ask children to find and match the lolly sticks with rhyming words
on. Play this game against the clock. Try to match the sticks more quickly
each time you play.

Stand up. Sit down.
Read Stick Man aloud and stress the rhymes as you read. Ask children
to stand up when they hear a word that rhymes and sit down when they

next hear a rhyming word. Continue like this - standing and sitting in rhymes with
response to the rhymes. Try other actions instead of standing and sitting.
Rhyming Bingo =2 _//j
This is a game played just like regular bingo but with words instead of _ 2 T ~——
numbers. The caller turns over a card and calls out the word written A\

) : : ) : ¢~ _ -
on it. Players then cover — with a counter or a coin —the picture on their e~ ic_.-_r” —

grid which rhymes with that word. For example, If you call the word jog,
players have to find and cover the picture of the dog. The winner is the
first player to cover all the pictures on their grid.

You can download free cards and grids for this game at:

simplykinder. hyming-bingo-
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https://www.simplykinder.com/rhyming-bingo-game

FLIN & GAMES

Transformations

The characters that Stick Man meets use him in many different ways
as he tries to get home: a dog plays ‘fetch’ with him, a swan weaves

him into a nest, a family on the beach turn him into a mast for a flag ...

Gather together some ordinary, household objects and take turns to
mime using them in unusual ways.

For example

Hold a hairbrush in front of your mouth and pretend it's a microphone
or use it as if it were a stirring spoon or a screwdriver or a small pet;
pretend a plate is a mirror or a hat or ...
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Stild FUN & GAMES |
gey It’s not a stick. It's a ...

Invite children to think about who else Stick Man might meet and
how they might use him.

For example

Maybe a magician uses Stick Man as a magic wand or an artist
turns him into a paintbrush or a mouse decides to ...

- Draw pictures of Stick Man’s new adventures.

« Put them together in a cartoon strip with speech bubbles and
captions.

- Write a note home as if you were Stick Man having a new
adventure. As an extra challenge, try to make your note rhyme!

- Create a NEW Stick Man - or Stick Woman - picture book!
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What if other things apart from sticks could think and talk?
Here are some playful speaking and listening games
inspired by this idea.

QN
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Rl TALKING THINGS

new hich is hetter®?

Place a selection of ordinary objects in front of you.

Then choose 2 and make up sentences about them using
the pattern:

A is better than B because. ...
B is better than A because. ...

For example
A rock is better than a stick because it's stronger.

A stick is better than a rock because it's longer.

A sandwich is better than a pencil because you can eat a
sandwich but you can't eat a pencil.

A pencil is better than a sandwich because you can use it
many times but you can only use a sandwich once.
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TALKING THINGS

Tuouls far the job

Gather together a selection of ordinary objects and talk about how
you would use as many of them as possible to do a task.

For example

How would you use a dictionary, a pencil sharpener, a pair of
sunglasses and a bunch of keys to:

- rob a bank

- fix a broken window-blind
- make a model aeroplane
- cure a headache

Use sentence-starters like:

We could use the ... to ...

We could use the ... for ...

We could use the ...asa....

The ... would come inhandy as a ...
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TALKING THINGS

Jdaurney sticks

Making a journey stick - also called a story stick - is a traditional way of recording
and remembering a journey. They are made by gathering natural materials during
a journey and tying them to a stick with string, wool or tape.

Starting at one end of the stick, collect objects that remind you of special moments
in your journey and then tie them to your stick in the order that you found them.

For example

A piece of tree bark tied to the top of your stick will remind you that you walked
through woods at the beginning of your journey; a feather will remind you of

a particular bird you saw along the way; certain coloured threads and special
markings can be used to record weather conditions or natural features such as
rivers and hills.

When you get home, you can use your journey stick to help you to
tell the story of your journey in the right order.

Find out more about journey sticks and how to make them at:

Itl.org.uk/resources/story-stick runwildmychild.com/journey-sticks

growingfamily.co.uk/craft/journey-stick-kids-nature-crafts

Sussex Wildlife Trust: @RV UE R CTRLT T
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https://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/story-stick
https://growingfamily.co.uk/craft/journey-stick-kids-nature-crafts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfdp1XE6HHY
https://runwildmychild.com/journey-sticks/

If you enjoy the story of Stick Man and

the idea that sticks and other everyday
objects can think and talk, you'll enjoy
these books too!

They're all available online on websites
such as amazon.co.uk or wordery.com

and you can also watch them on YouTube
and other audio-visual platforms.
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StiEk MURE STURIES

by Molly Coxe

ahout sticks

Stanley’s Stick
by John Hegley

Stanley uses a stick in many

different ways until one day ...

Stick!
by Andy Pritchett

A six-word story of friendship
and play.

6 Sticks
by Molly Coxe

Cute mice make surprising
things with 6 lollipop sticks.

Julia Donaldson’s Stick Man is not the only picture book
inspired by sticks! Here's a selection of ‘sticky’ books by
other writers and illustrators.

Y
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fiona danks and jo schofield

Not a stick
by Antoinette Portis

A stick is just a stick unless ...
it's not a stick!

Stick and Stone
by Beth Ferry

Stick and Stone are both lonely
until Pinecone’s teasing causes
one to stick up for the other.

The Stick Book

by Jo Schofield & Fiona Danks
70 examples of things you can
make or do with a stick - from
fire-building to jewellery-
making.
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StiEk MURE STURIES

The DAY the (R prons
{ame *Ho’m E
L, ¢

The Day the Crayons Came Home
by Drew Daywalt

Postcards from crayons that have
run away or been left behind and
want to come home.

You Are the Pea, and | Am the Carrot
by J. Theron Elkins

Rhyming story about friendship
between foods that go together.

Traction Man is Here

by Mini Grey
Action-packed adventures
played out by a boy and his
new toy.

Qe about objects coming to life 1o

Many writers and illustrators have been inspired by the idea of
everyday objects coming to life. Here are some popular examples.

Spoon

by Amy Krouse Rosenthal
Spoon thinks Fork, Knife
and The Chopsticks all have
an easy life. But do they?

Tools Rule!

by Aaron Meshon

In a messy yard, a team of
tools gets organised and

then spends a busy day
building a shed.

continued
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Stick sk

STUORIES
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THE TADLE SETS ITSELF

Coomigtard Mareria

The Table Sets Itself
by Ben Clanton

Setting the table turns from a
giant bore to an exciting chore
for young lzzy.

Hug Me
by Simona Ciraolo

&l A surprising friendship between

Qe about ohjects coming to life 2«2

Kitchen Disco

by Clare Foges

Ever wondered what happens
to the fruits in your bowl when
you're fast asleep?

The Runaway Dinner
by Allan Ahlberg

What happens when dinner
decides that it doesn't fancy
being eaten?
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Here is a selection of links to further Stick Man ideas and resources
for home and school learning.

Stick Man film
An animated film based on the Stick Man picture book is available
on BBC iPlayer:

www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06t09rk/stick-man

Stick Man activities
Free downloadable resources including a colouring activity, a maze,
a word search, a spot the difference activity and an app:

stickmanofficial.com/activities

Stick Man Annual

Puzzles to solve, jokes to tell, quizzes, colouring pages, games, songs
and join-the-dots:

www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Man-Annual-2019-Annuals/dp/1407174541

continued
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06t09rk/stick-man
https://stickmanofficial.com/activities/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Man-Annual-2019-Annuals/dp/1407174541

FLIRKTHER RESULIREES
2 aof 3

Stick Man lesson plan & Stick Man books
Story Stars Resource lesson plan and Stick Man-related books:

shop.scholastic.co.uk/resources/375710

Stick Man Home Learning Pack 1
For 3-5 year olds with a focus on the seasons:

PDF download ¥

Stick Man Home Learning Pack 2
For 5-7 year olds with a focus on creating a short narrative:

PDF download ¥

Reading
|deas for reading and exploring words:

wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/read-and-explore-stick-man

Language & communication
Well laid-out school blog with ideas on language & communication
activities:

westendinschools.org.uk/blog/stick-man-activities continued

¥
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http://www.sandwood-pri.glasgow.sch.uk/Websites/SchPriSandwood/UserFiles/file/stick-man-3-5-home-learning-changing-seasons-1950084.pdf
https://westendinschools.org.uk/blog/stick-man-activities
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/read-and-explore-stick-man/
https://d3ddkgxe55ca6c.cloudfront.net/assets/t1587638104/a/46/a0/stick-man-5-7-home-learning-no-ordinary-stick-1950095.pdf
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/resources/375710

FURKTHER RESULIREES

Zof 3

Outdoor
Outdoor learning activities:

www.consortiumeducation.com/classroom-ideas/storytelling-with-stick-man

Cross-curriculum )

Classroom activities across the curriculum:

www.teachingideas.co.uk/library/books/stick-man

Sticks
Woodland Trust suggestions for fun and creative things to do with a stick:

PDF download ¥

More sticks
30 fun things to do with sticks:

theladybirdsadventures.co.uk/fun-things-to-do-with-sticks
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https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/library/books/stick-man
https://theladybirdsadventures.co.uk/fun-things-to-do-with-sticks/
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/07/22/14/43/49/60/super_sticks_activity_sheet.pdf
https://www.consortiumeducation.com/classroom-ideas/storytelling-with-stick-man

De La Warr Pavilion welcomes
children and families to enjoy
the arts and have fun trying new

creative experiences.

|
|

____ . i

e
For information on activities for
families and children visit:

www.dlwp.com/learning/families

—

continued

¥
D €& 22


https://www.dlwp.com/learning/families

FAMILY LEARNING AT

de La Warr Pavilion

Some of the Pavilion’s activities and resources for families
and children are now online for you to enjoy at home.

They include:

Look, Think, Make
A series of short videos on how to make different things
using items already in your home:

Watch on You Tube

Let's Create — activities at home
More short videos including how to make a 3D snowflake
and a mini Christmas tree:

Watch on You Tube

Play Circle for under 5s
4 short videos with rhymes, stories and activities for
preschool children and their grown-ups:

Watch on You Tube
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAJfvTJsUAklnesHIefBTp5P3jgnhSi_-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAJfvTJsUAknB0LvboGmhw7PtuXVhrYd7
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAJfvTJsUAknovyxhzFBpa4gC5EQruiY3

This Stick Man resource was created by storyteller Kevin Graal,
whose website includes a resources page with lots of rhymes,
songs and stories.

talkingtales.org/resources

Short storytelling films with music and narration featured on this
site include:

The Best Place in the World

A beautifully illustrated story about friendship and belonging by
award-winning author and illustrator Petr Horacek. Like Stick Man,
this story features a repeating pattern to describe a journey with a
big surprise at journey’s end.

The Last Tiger

Another beautifully illustrated story by Petr Hordcek. Again, like
Stick Man, it's about being taken away from home and trying to
get back.

continued ¥
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The Last
TIGER

Petr Horacek

continued
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https://talkingtales.org/resources

TALKING TALES
2 af 2

Lazy Jack

Another tale about ajourney with a repeating pattern —this time
a traditional folktale about a silly boy who always does the right
thing — but never at the right time!

The Gingerbread Man

An audio recording of a much-loved tale (with a surprising twist!)
about a journey and encounters along the way.

Food for thought

Three traditional fables from around the world. Each story includes
built-in stopping points with onscreen questions to prompt
speaking and listening activities and follow-up writing tasks.

Watch them at: @RT LRI VT T

Gingerbread ¢ ﬁ

Man

A story lor Global Handwashing Day
by Kevin Graal

Food for thought
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https://talkingtales.org/resources

This resource was created by storyteller Kevin Graal with funding
from R.ot.her and Rye Education Improvement qutnership. It v.vos DE LA WARR
commissioned to support home and school learning around Stick Man PAVILION

— an award-winning theatre show produced by Freckle Productions
and performed as part of a national tour at the De La Warr Pavilion
in Bexhill on Sea, December 2021.

FRECKLE

FRODUCTIONS

Kevin Graal is a well-known children’s storyteller with a repertoire
of interactive stories, riddles, songs and rhymes from around the
world. He is also an inspiring educator, working with a broad range of

portnel.'s—from school.s and community groups to leading arts and Rother and Rye E”-,{c‘?
educational organisations.

For more information visit: @RIl L] T

© Kevin Graal 2021
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